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united states government 


Office Memorandum • 


TO : SAC, DETROIT 

FROM^^^c, CHICAGO C 100-3368^ y / 


SUBJECT: 



! 

W,D. FAg!3^ ' 

SBCTJRirf MATTER - NOI 
00: Chicago 


//>■ 


0 ^ 


DATE.- July 31, 1957 


ALL information contain® 
OATr 


As a result of a recent inspection of the Chicago ’I 
Office, it was suggested that a concerted effort be made to 
determine the whereabouts of W.D. FARD, reportedly the founder 
of the Nation of Islam (NOI). According to speeches and ' 

writings of ELIJAH MUHAMMAD, the National Leader of the NOI, 
’’Allah" came to Detroit, Michigan from Mecca in 1930 in the 
person of one W.D. PARD and taught him for 3 years concerning 
Islam. According to MUHAMMAD, PARD was arrested by the Detroit 
Police Department in 1933» ®hd shortly thereafter was asked to 
leave Detroit by the police department. MUHAMMAD claims that 
PARD continued to teach Islam in Chicago until 193U, at which i 
time PARD disappeared and nothing about him has been heard ^ 

since this time. 


The files of the Chicago Office Indicate that 
W.D, PARD, as WALLACE DON PARD, FBI # ^6062, was arrested as I 
WALLACE FARAD by the Detroit, Michigan Police Department on 
May 25, 1933, their number 45135, on a charge of INV. No * 
disposition was given. 

The Ider^tificatlon Record for PARD Also indicates 
that he was arrested by the Los Angeles, California Police 
Department as WALLIE P^D . their number 16446, on November 17* 
1918 , on a charge of Ai?W. No disposition was given. 
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This record also indicates that FARD was received 
at the State Prison, San Quentin, California, as WALLIE D. 
FORD, their number I4.231I;, on June 26, 1926 on a charge of 
VIOL, P0I5 Act. Disoosition eiven 0 to 6 Tears. MaT 26, 193'^. 
DISCH. 


g^her entries on the FBI Identification Record 
are WALLEjn r^#l6kk8 . Los Angeles. California, WA, sale, #4^0 
or 180 days; WALLET FORD , #16446, Los 'Angeles, California, 
WA, POSS, March 4. 1926, $1.00 or 1 day, March 4» 1926. 
Additional aliases listed are WALLACE FORD and W.D. FARAD. 


The following is a description as furnished by 
the Detroit Police Department, their number 45138: 


Sex 

Race 

Age 

Weight 

Height 

Build 

Hair 

Eyes 

Kationallty 


Male 

White 

33 years in 1933 
127 pounds 

Slim 

Black 

Maroon 

Arabian 


According to the FBI Identification Record, additional 
information in the files of the Bureau indicate birth place as 
Oregon, occupation cook, nationality American, complexion 
dark, scars and marks, small scar back of left hand, black mole 
right side of stoijiach. 



Detroit is requested to review the indices of_their 
Office for any pertinenc information concerning W.D, FARD or 
WALLACE DON FARAD. Detroit is also requested to 

review records of the Detroit Police Department, their nuniber 
^ ,'1,'^5138, and ascertain circumstances concerning PARD*s arrest 

to on May 25, 1933 wad disposition thereof, and to furnish Chicago 
a photograph if available. 
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Loa Angeles is requested to review Los Angeles 
Police Department record number l61|i].8, and advise Chicago 
of the olrcumatances surrounding the arrest of FARD for ADW 
and disposition thereof. It is also requested that a photograph, 
if available, be furnished. 

San Francisco is requested to contact officials 
at San Quentin Prison and review their file #42314, and advise 
Chicago circumstances surroiinding the incarceration of FARD, 
and if available, furnish a photograph. 

It is requested that all Offices receiving copie 
of this letter tae- fumishirf the requested information by 

letter. 
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SAC* Chi®ase (XOO»33683) 


Aosusfc 29 $ 1957 


SAC* Detroit (100.26356) 


V. I>« FARO, 
SN • KOI 


VltllM# W^rtA 


Rtf«r«M« U aftdt to Four lottor of Jttlr 31# 1957# 
with roopoot to ooptiooiS Siihloot. 


A rowlow of Ootrolt XnAioot rOflooto that Chlooco 
hu rootlFtd All intolUgoneo AVAllAblo in tho flUo of thio 
Qffloot 

InroottsAtivo Aunuot 9# 

1957# AAOortAlnod fro« PAtrolnAd|^^^^^^^H Dotroit rollot 
Dopo^waont* that Subjoot aa WALLAcinFRRXSnWroit Folio* 
D^artaont #^5133* waa arroatoS aay 25* 1933* bp that 
Oapartaant for Dnwoatlgatlon at tho Frapaora HotOl aa ohlof 
of tho Foodooa. FARAD waa than doaorlboS aa afo 33* 5* 8''* 

135 Iba,* Arabian aaooatrF* aialator. Fo tflapoaltlon 
appoaroO and no othor dotaila woro awallablo froa tho Dotroit 
Folio* Dapartaont filoa, A photosraph of fobjoat abtainad 
froB tha Dotroit Folioa Daputaant la baiaf forwariad aa 
an anoloaura harawith* 


^ tfapiia Cowtr Sharlff «a Cffioa, 

Patro it* mahiaa n* oWWif 9* 1957* adviaad XBraatifatiwi 
OlartcflHBH^hat tha fllaa of that dapartaont fail^ to 
raflaot any mord idantifiablo with iaatant Subjaot. 


d): 


^>10. 


1)* (i»ai-l)(]aaz8nsiD) 
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DIRSCTOR, FBI 

SACr SAK i^BAlfCISCO (lOO«lt.5X6^) 

W* D, FABD 
SM - XOl 
00 I CHICAGO 


8/27/57 


M.L (NFORWATION CONTAINED 

|r»r 





Rt OhioAgo lAttAi* to Detroit dated 2 u1f 31* 1957* 

On Augxuit I5f 1957>IHH|^|H||i Records Sootlon^ 
P Sen Ooenti n State Prison. Se n *'noniin. caiJiromie. aeds evall* 
able to SMHI^^IHI^I^^lnformatlon j^rtalnlng to VALLIS 
D, FORD, Sen Quentin nvnber 14^314* ^ 


These redords reflect that under the nene of WAT.LIF D* 
FORD, Indicated as the true nane of the Subject, be was received 
et Sen Quentin Penitentiary Juno 12, 1926, frcn Los Angeles 
County, California, where h© had been convicted for a violation 
Of the State Polien Aot« These records further Indies tsd that 
FORD was bom at Portland, Or#' on, on Pebmary 25* 1691, his 
father bo in. ZARED FORD, mother, BEATRICE FORD, both of whom 
wore born in BAwall, ZAR^ PORD^s ocot^ation was listed as 
operator of the Ford Bottling Works, Honolulu, Hawaii* The 
followln; desoription was noted relative to WALLIE D* FORDi 



Raoe 

Oooupation 

Helr,ht 

WeiiTht 

Complexion 

Eyes 

Hair 

Marital Status 
Childran , 
JMuoatlon 

Fomsr AddrAas 


Whits 

• I 3s/&»* 
33 peunds 
Dark 
Mar owe 
Black 


McTTried 

0ns, sp:s 5 ^ 1926. 

Pubile sohoelsv P^tland» 
Oreaen* 

J(1^01 Mount Eagle Plsee, 
Las Aagelts« Callforr la* 


Whan intsrrlawed by California State Parole Authorities 
eoaosming his past, the reeerds Indieate that FORD furnished 
information as foUewst 


2 - 
1 - 

2 - 


j 

Bureaa (REG) 

Chisago (10^33^3) (^^1) 

Dstrelt (Info) (RS») 

Las Angelos (Info) (REG) 
San Franoisoo (100-^3165) 
(1 - 25-29X63) 





Eft was bor^ in Portland^ OragMit In and 

livftd in that city until 1913* which tia« hft moved 
to tbs Lea Angelos whore he resided until the time 

of hia arreat* Ho married EAZSL BART05 in Loa Angelaa 
and ahft was 26 yaara of ago at that tina* One ehlld 
resdiKted from this union* 

Acco rding to S«i ^Hientln reoorda^ Dlatrlct 
Attorney SEZE3 of Lea Angolea County, proaeeutor in 
t^ '^ubjoetta caae, made the following atatenent eonoem* 
ing tho orlrae, "Thla dofendant had in hia poaaeaaion 
druga which hia partner EDWARD DONALf>soN offered to 
sell to polioe offioers for $22^* They beeame suspioloua 
when they detected one of the offioerh handcuffs and 
refused to go through with the deal* Offloera found 
the drugs at FORD* a plaoe of business*” 

San Quantin records reflect that while in that 
institution, letters were received attesting to FORD* a 
good character from the following individuals t 

Mrs. HAZEL S* OSBORNS (former wife), Who stated 
In substanca that FORD did not drink, amoks, or gamble* 

He was morally a good sum that because hC was tempermentalf 
their marriage resulted in diveree* 

Mrs. MARY BROWN of Los Anc^eles, who stated that 
FORD had been •like one of our family for ten years," 

Mrs. PEAIiL MORTON of Los Angeles, who wrote on 
May 23, 1927, ”1, have known hl|i for 11 yoaro; my 
mother and 1 hayio always been very fond of him* « •always 
treated him as one of ^the family* •«** 

While Inoarcerated at Pan Quentin* the Subject 
was employed In the jute sd.ll and as e road werkor* 

San Quentin records indicate that FORD waa 
released from San Quentin Kay 27* 1929* 

Information copies of this eomnunl cation are 
furnished Datrolt and Loa Angelta for easlstanoe in their 
investigation of Instant ease* 

It is noted that the reeorde ef San Quentin 
Prison are currently being eoaswlideted with other state 
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Fwwsvds at Vacaville^ Sallferuiaf and 9oasaqvi^ntl|' no 
photograph of tho Subjoct is aTsilable at the prosont 
tisui» Efforts vlll bo Blade in tho Ismodlato futuro to 
obtain a photograph of FORD froa tho fttato Booertll*s 
Offioo at VaoatilXot California, whoa those records 
are filed and auide available* 

LgAD 

SAH ?9.AHGISC0S ' 

AT VACAVILLE. CALIF ‘RNIA 

Will obtain a photograph of WALUE D. FORD, 
San Quentin number I4.23H4.* 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO ; DIRECTOR, FBI {100- 


FROM 2 SAC, CHICAGO (IOO- 33683 ) 


SUBJECT ! W, D. PARD 

SECURITY MATTER - NOI 

0*0.- Chicago 


Reference San Franeiaco letter to Bureau 8/27/57* 

For the information of the Honolulu, Portland, and 
Washington Field Offices, as a result of a recent Inspection 
of the Chicago Office, it was suggested that a concerted effort 
bo made to determine the vAiereabouts of W. D, PARD, reportedly j 
the founder of the Nation of Islam (NOI) , / 

According to speeches and writings of ELIJAH MOHAMMAD, 
the National leader of the NOI . ”ALLAH" came to Detroit . 
M ichigan, from Mecca tn 1 Q~^Q In ^le person of one W, D. FARD. 
who taught him, mIihamMAD, for throe yeArs concerning Islam, 
MO HAMMAD claims that FARD taught Islam In Detroit. Michigan , 
fr ^m 19 'iu xo 19^3. at which time h e was asked to leave l!)etrolt 
by t he Detroit Police Department _a hd subsequ^tly oame to 
Chicago, Illinois, PARD' taught Islam until 1934» which time 
he disappeared and nothing, has been heard from him since 
that time. MuHAmiAD has also Indicated that PARD returned 
to Mecca, 


) DATE:y^_2_5y 

WL information contained . -^ er' i Q 


2 - Bureau (REGISTERED) 

(5- Detroit (100-26356) (REGISTERED) 

E - Honolulu (AIR MAIL-REGISTERED) 

2 - Los Angeles (10 5-4805) (REGISTERED) 

2 - Portland (REGISTERED) 

2 - San Francisco UOO-43165) (REGISTERED) 
2 - Washington Field Office (REGISTERED) 

1 - Chicago ; 
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Investigation in this matter IncJlcatos that W. D. 

FARD may be Idantical with one WALHB FORD- ' FBI #56062- who 
was arrested on February l5o 1926, by "^he Los Angeles Police 
Department, their nximber I64J4.8, for violation of the State 
Poison Act and subsequently received a sentence of one-half 
to six years at San Quentin Prison, San Quentin, California, 
their number 4^314 » 

Relet Indicates that the records of the San Quentin 
Prison, their ntunber 42314» foi* WALLIE D. FORD indicates that 
the subject was received at San Quentin PenTtentlary on 
June 12, 1926, from Los Angeles, California. These records 
indicate that FORD was bom on February 25, I89I, at Portland, 
Oregon, and his parents wore listed as mother, BEATRICE FORD, 
and father, ZARED FORD, both of whora^were bom in Hawaii, 

Prison records reflect that ZARED P0RD»s occupation was 
listed as the operator of the Ford Bottling Works, Honolulu, 
Hawaii, When Interviewed by California State Parole Authorities 
concerning his past, the prison records Indicated that FORD 
furnished information that he resided in Portland, Oregon, 
from 1891, to 1913 » at wiiich time he moved to Los Angeles 
until his arrest in 1926, He married HAZEL BARTON,, age 26, 
in Los Angeles during this time and one child, > resulted 

from this union, FORD was released from San Quentin on May 

27, 1929. / 

The prison records reflect the following description 

of FORD: 

Race : 

Occupation: 

Height: ■ 

Weight: I 
Complexion: 

^©s: 

Hair: 

Marital Status: 

Children: 

Educations 

Former Address; 


White 

Cook 

5* 6 3/8" 

133 lbs. 

Dark 

Maroon 

Black 

Married 

One, age 5 - 1926 

Public schools, Portland, 

Oregon 

4491 Mount Eagle Place 
Los Angeles, California 
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The attention of the Detroit Office 1b called to 
Detroit letter to Chicago dated October 3^> nhich 

enclosed three copies of an article of "The American Journal 
of Sociology," Voltane XLIII, No. 6, May, 1938, entitled, 

"The Voodoo Cult Among Negro Migrants In Detroit," by one 
ERDMANN DOANE BENTON, This article -was obtained from the 
Detroit Board of Education and contains Information relating 
to the background of the NOI concerning Its origination and 
b elie fs. A reYlew of this v^ticle Indicates that the author, 
BENTON, apparently wrote this article In August, 1937 » and 
it is beliefs^ that BENTON may have had at t bat time some 
Connection With thi University of Michigan, inasmuch as ah' 
the end of the article there appeared the words, "tJnlTerslty 
of Michigan." 

All offices receiving copies of this letter are 
requested to conduOt Investigation sot forth and reply by 
letter* 

DETROIT OFFlCfE 


AT ANN ARBOR. MICHIGAN 


Will make Inquiry at the University of Michigan to 
determine If IHDMANN DOANE BENTON was ever enrollfljd or employed 
at the University of Michigan. If a record la located. Inquiry 
should be made of BENTON* s former associates and at the 
alumni offic e t o determine If his present whereabouts are 
known. If HEJTTON is located In the Detroit Division, he should 
be Interviewed for all information he may possess oonoeming 
iV. D. FAHDimd the Nation of Islam. Speolal attention should be | 
\pald to BENTON'S sources of the information appearing ttLMs 
rtlola and to any notes, dootsaents or other resear eh material 
he may have retained. If 6ENTQN does not hoiTifeslde within the 
f Detroit Division, a lead should be set for his Intentlew as 
outlined above. 1 


- 3 - 
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HONOLULO OFFICE 

AT HONOLULU, HAWAII 

Will determine if there is, or ever was, a 
Ford Bottling Works located in Honolulu. If so, will 
determine who the present officers of this company are, 
and will interview them concerning ZARED and BEATRICE 
FORD and concerning WALLIE D. FORD. It should be deter- 
mined whether the PORDs or any of their relative* «r* 
still alive and if any information concerning WALLIE D, 

FORD la known. If any relatives or if WALLIE D, FORD 
are located, consideration shoxild be given to interviewing 
them to determine if WALLIE D. FORD is identical with W. D. 
PARD, and, if so, for any information concerning his 
founding of the NOI. If Honolulu is not In possession of 
information concerning W. D. PARD's founding of the NDI 
and such information is necessary to conduct an interview, 
Honolulu should request same from Chicago. 

Credit and criminal checks concerning ZARED 
FORD, BEATRICE FORD and WALLIE D. FORD should be conducted, 
if deemed advisable, 

LOS ANGELES OFFICE 

AT LOS Angeles, California 

It is noted that records at San Quentin Prison 
reflect that WALLIE D. FORD had been married to HAZEL E. 
OSBORN at Los Angeles, possibly around 1920, and that they 
were divorced sometime prior to 1926. It is also noted that 
FORD was the father of one child which would have been five 
years of age in 1926, 

Los{ Alleles should check marriage records to 
attempt to locate a record of the marriage of WALLIE D. FORD 
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and HAZEL E, OSBORNE, possibly around the year 1920» 

Los Angeles should also check birth records for the child 
born to POPID and should check divorce records for 
information concerning FORD's divorce from OSBORNE. From 
these records all background information concerning FORD, 
OSBORNE and the child should be obtained. Logical 
Investigation should then be conducted to locate OSBORNE 
and the child . If they can be located, they should be 
interviewed for all information they can furnish about 

wallie d. ford. 

PORTLAND OFFICE 

AT PORTLAND, OREGON 

If available, will attempt to locate a birth record 
for WALLIE D. FORD reportedly born February 25, 1891, at 
Portland, Oregon. 

If available, will review Public School records 
for any information identifiable with FORD and report 
information contained therein. 

If deemeii logical, will conduct credit and criminal 
checks concerning FORD a«d his father and mother, ZARED and 
BEATRICE FORD. 

SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE 

AT SAN QUENTIN. CALIFORNIA 

Will check the subject's record at San Quentin 
Prison to detajrmlne if there were any addresses listed for 
HAZEL E. OSBORNE, MARY BROWN, PEARL MORTON, all of Los 
Angeles, California, vftio corresponded with FORD during his 
incarceration at San Quentin. 
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WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 

AT WASHINGTON. D.C, 

Will make Inquiry at the Passport Division of the 
State Department for any record identifiable with W. D. FARD 
or W. D, FARAD or W. FARD MOHAMMED or MUHAMMAD. 
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10/18/57 


AIRTEL 


AIR MAIL - REGISTERED 


TO; DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: 

RE; CHANGED: 

. , Walla ce Po 

Wr~b. Ford 


SAC, LOS Angeles (io5-48o5) 


SM - NOI ^ 
(00: CHICiGO) 


Re Chicago 


f. D, PARD, vras. 
■d. vJallei Ford, 


Tetter to Bureau 


AIL INFGSV'^'ICN COMTAINEO 3 S J 

10/3/57. 


The title of this case is being marked "Changed" and 
the aliases WALLACE FORD, W. D. FORD and FRED DODD, as furnished 
by his former cornmon-lavr v/ife, and the name of WALLEI FORD, as 
obtained from Los Angeles Police Department records, are being 
added to the title. 

Records of the Lo s Angeles Count y Birth Index were 
caused to be searched by S£|BliiHHB|H||K on 10/15/57 ^or the 
period from 19II through 1927, and the following birth record 
was located: 


Records 1920, volume 173 j page 7850 : Birth of one 

WALLACE DODD FORD, male child, bom on 9/1/20 at the MacDonald 
Sanitarium; father - WALLACE FORD, 3^7 South Flower Street, 

3 - Bureau (AM - PIEGISTERED) ‘ 

2 - Chicago (100-33083) (AM - REGISTERED) 

“ Detroit (100-26356 ) (Info. ) (REGISTERED) 

1 - Honolulu (Info.) ( registered) 

2 - Portland (AM - REGISTERED) 

2 - Richmond (Enel. 1) (AM - REGISTERED) 

1 - San Francisco ( 100-43165) (info. ) (REGISTERED) 

2 - Washington Field (AM - RSGISTEP^) 

2 - Los Angeles (1 - 105-4805) 
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Los Angeles; race white, age 26, born in New Zealand, occupation 
restaurant keeper; mother - maiden name HAZEL BARTON, 34? South 
Flower Street, race white, age 25, bom state of New York, 
occupation - none. The birth was certified on S/2/20 by HAPILEY 
E. MacDONALD, physician, with offices at 1521 South Hope Street, 
Los Angeles. 

Attached to the above birth certificate was an amend- 
ment to the certificate dated 7/1Q/4 o, filed by HAZEL FORD 
EVELSIZER of 4776 Hub Street, Los Angeles, mother of WALLACE 
DODD FORD, who was born in the city of Lbs Angeles on the first 
day of September, 1920, as stated in the certificate of birth 
filed by HARLEY E. mcDONALD on 9/2/20. The amended birth 
certificate changed the original certificate to read: Full 

name of child, WALLACE MAX FORD; occupation of mother changed to 
read housewife. Affiant of the above amended birth certificate 
was HAZEL FORD EVELSIZER of 4776 Hub Street. It was sworn to 
on 7/1/40. CLIFFORD EVELSIZER of 4776 Hub Street also sub- 
scribed to the above information on 7/1/40 before notary public 
in and for the Couiity of Los Angeles, State of California. 


period 1/1/12 through 12/31/26, and of the Los Angeles County 
Superior Court Divorce Records for 1/1/14 to 12/31/30, and 
no record of marriage or divorce was found between PARD or 
FORD and HAZEL BARTON, HAZEL FORD or HAZEL OSBORNE, 

Mrs. CLIFFORD EVELSIZER,, who stated that her full 
name was HAZEL BARTON FORD OSBORIJE EVELSIZER, was Interv^wed 
at her re sidence. 4776 Hub Street, Los Angeles, by 

October 17, 1957. at which time she ifumlshed the 
following information: 

{ 

Her maiden name was HAZEL BARTON. In 1919 in Los 
Angeles she met WALLACE FORD who was operating a cafe at 
347 South Flower Street, Los Angeles, HAZEL began living with 
him and their residence was an apartment above the cafe. A 
male child was bom on 9/1/20 in Los Angeles and was named 
WALLACE DODD FORD. In 1921 or 1922 she moved out on FORD and 
took the child with her. She continued to live in Los Angeles. 
Her second "husband" was OSBOPINE who lived six months and died, 
and then she met' her third "husband,” CLIFFORD EVELSIZER, with 
whom she is still living. CLIFFORD EVELSIZER is a retired 
employee of the city of Los Angeles. 


SE 

10/15/57 of 1 


caused a check to be made on 
igeies County Marriage Records for the 
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The child of FORD, WALLACE DODD FORD, later known as 
WALLACE MAX FORD, was In the U. S, Coast Guard during World 
V/ar II and was killed at Linhaven Roads, Virginia, on 8/3/42, 
HAZEL has docijinentary proof of death of child as set out above. 

Information re subject's criminal record vinder Los 
Angeles Police Department No. 16447 is set out in Los Angeles 
letter to Chicago dated 8/26/57. WALLEI FORD was arrested by 
the LAPD on 11/17/18 for assault with a deadly weapon and 
was released. He was again arrested on 1/20/26 for violation 
of the VJoolwine Act (California prohibition lav/), possession 
and sale. On 3/4/26 he was sentenced to a one dollar fine or 
one day In Jail on count 1 and to a four hundred dollar fine 
or l8o days in Jail on count 2. On 2/15/26 he v/as arrested 
for the third time by the LAPD for violation of the State 
Poison Act - a felony. He was sentenced on 5/28/26 to a 
term of from six months to six years and was received at 
San Quentin State Penitentiary on 6/12/26. He was released 
from San Quentin on 5/27/29. 

HA.ZEL described FORD as male, white. New Zealander, 
exact age unknovm, 5*8”, l4o poimds, slender build, black 
curly hair, black eyes, beautiful even teeth, straight nose, 
Caucasian features, no visible scars, extremely swarthy 
complexion, had the appearance of a very dark complected 
Mexican. 


HAZEL advised that FORD had come to Los Angeles from 
Oregon at least four or live years before she met him in I919 
and had been operating his cafe at 34? South Flower Street, 

Los Angeles, during t.iat period. F0PJ5 never told her anything 
about his backgroui:id. He never mentioned his date or place 
of birth, education,! parents, brothers or sistei^s. On one 
occasion she found £in old letter addressed to him under the 
name of FRED DODD in Salem, Oregon, Ry reading the letter she 
knew without question in her mind that FRjtii; DODD and WALLACE 
FORD were identical; however, he always used the name WALLACE 
FORD while she knew him in Los Angeles. 

HAZEL recalled that a girl, name unknown, told her 
In about I919 or 1920 that she, the girl, had helped FORD 
write letters to his parents In New Zealand because FORD 
had very little leducation and had trouble with hls correspon- 
dence, Accordlrig to HAZEL this unknown girl had been a waitress 
in FORD'S cafe and had lived with FORD before HAZEL came along. 
Prom this and from the birth certificate on the child HAZEL 
assvjmed that FORD came from New Zealand. 


000i9 
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HAZEL recalled that in I919 when she first moved in 
with FORD he mentioned that he had been married, possibly In 
Oregon; that there had been a bitter separation and EOPJ) 
had been vtnable to obtain a divorce, and that was one of the 
reasons she and FORD were never married. FORD had a boy of 
this marriage. HAZEL thinks the boy was born sometime prior 
to 1914 or 1915* possibly in Oregon. 

In 1926 FORD, while operating his cafe, v;as 
associated with a man who was half Chinese, and the two of 
them sold narcotics for v/hlch they were arrested and both 
sent to prison. The other person was paroled, but FORD told 
HAZEL that he would serve out his time and did not want a 
parole as he wanted to be a free man when he was released. 

After his release from San Quentin on 5/2T/29 FORD 
went to Chicago and was in Chicago and Detroit from then until 
1932 when FORD visited HAZEL, her present husband and the 
child in Los Angeles. FORD was driving a 1929 Model A Ford 
coupe with California license plates. FORD had white sheets 
over the seats of the car. He left the sheets with HAZEL, 
saying that he would not need them any more as he was going 
back to New Zealand. FORD gave no explanation as to why he 
used white sheets. On this singular visit FORD advised HAZEL 
and her family that he was only eating one meal a day and 
that this v;as his new way of life. HAZEL advised that FORD 
was wearing his hair long and full In the back. Previously 
he had always had a short conventional haircut. 

FORD said that since hie release from San Quentin 
he had been selling doctors' supplies. During this visit in 
1932 FORD gave HAZEL a small box containing selfr threading 
needles. This box was postmarked 4/28/30 from the Marcellene 
Chemical Company, I900 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, 
and was addressed to W. D.'PORD, General Delivery, Chicago, 
Illinois. HAZEL gave the box to the interviewing agent and 
the same is being retained in the Los Angeles file in instant 
case, 

HAZEL advised she corresponded with FORD from 1929 
to 1932. All of her letters were addressed to him care of 
General Delivery* in either Chicago, Illinois or Detroit, Michigan. 
She corresponded' with FORD on an average of once or twice a 
year. She tried to get FORD to send money for the support of 
the child. HAZEL recalls that when FORD did write he said he 
had no money to send. 





LA 105-4805 


HAZEL advised that FORD never had any unusual 
political, economic, social or religious beliefs, and that 
he had never indicated any Interest In such things. 

Mr. and Mrs. EVELSIZER are leaving Los Angeles on 

10/21/57 for a winter vacation in trailer parks in Florida. 
They will return to Los Angeles on 4/1 5 / 58 . In the interim 
they can be contacted through P.O. Box 42-554, York Station, 
Los Angeles 42, California. 

Enclosed with this airtel to Richmond is a copy of 

relet. 

LEADS 


Copies of this airtel are being furnished to Detroit, 
Honolulu and San Francisco for their Information in view of 
the pending investigation in those offices. 

PORTLAND OFFICE 

Will check marriage records in an effort 40 locate 

a marriage for FORD sometime prior to 1914 or 1915. 

RICHMOND OFFICE 


v;ill contact the Marcellene Chemical Company, 1900 
West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, and obtain any background 
information they may xiave concerning the subject, noting that 
they were in contact with him on 4/28/30 and th^t he was 
allegedly selling doctors' supplies during that period. 

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE /' 

Will check INS records for any information concerning 
the subject, noting that he allegedly came from New Zealand, 

RUG. 
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DIRECTOR. FBI 

»o/iii/ffr 


SAC. SAh FRANCISCO U00-^l|;^) 

V*D. FARD 
SM-NJl 

((XI Chicago) 



Re San Fran€ltc4 Ittiar to Bureau fi/27/57» and 
Chteaso Uttar to daraRa^ lO/j/57* 

On 10A/57^IHHHI idantlficatlon Offlcar» 
Guldaiusa and Recaption caniar« walUomla ttadlcal Faci lity. 
Vacaviiia^ Cailfornla made available to a -^0 

pbotapraph of WALLY D. FORD, SQ^314, whlchphoVn^Ttated 
taken In June 1926 %rtien the Subject was reoilved at the 
recaption center. 


stated Uiet his records Uidicatc that the 
Subject wasarrfflcd in Detroit. Hiehloan^^heir ouaber 45138 
•n charse of Inveeilcatioa. ^H^^ausgested dS 

that author it las night have a nwre recent photegrajA ^ 

af the Subject* The aforenentioned photograph It encioeed 
Chicago off lc«, ■ . ^ ^ 

On 10/9/S7> R«cor*t &«ctlen, S«a 

Quentin Prison advised that records contain no 

Lea Angeles addresses for MARY BRCWN or PEARL MORTOh. the 
only address contained in the San Wuentin file for HAZEL 
OSBORNE^ nee BARTON, was listed as 1)401 Mount hagle Place, 

Los Angeles, California* 


ij^ 


DETROIT OFFICE 


AT DETROIT. MICHIGAR 


ill INfWnON CONTAWB 

3S/9 




Will attoipt to locate through the flies of the Detroit 
PD under PD #45138 s more recent- pistograph of the Subject. 



FBI 


22, 1957 


SttrdU (100*26^^4) 

V. tt* PMLX>, m«. 

8 H • BOI 
OOt 01 ZCUUIO 

...Mm Ban VnuielMo 2«tWr td Bn?*Mi lastaat MptlMi ^3 
«ir%«l tm Bar^pa Inataai Mption V 

B«f«iNme*d ima ?p4ikol«eo s*tt ovt at I««d 

for tho Dotroli Qffloo to looato a fllo at tho Dotrelt 
Folido Dopartaont en eaptloaod ladlTidtewl mdor Dotrolt 

ft Vo. 45138 i3x an atiaapt to obtain a pooont photograph 
of tho Sobjoet. 


All WfORMAHON C0NTA»® ^ i 

«EREm IS ONClASSinED , i rt i > « 




For tho Inf ormation^ of th o Buroau and Ban Franolaeo, 
1957* XC aaoortalnod from Fatrolmaa 

^ Dotrolt Polioo Dopartwmt, that iM^et aa 
, Dotroit PD Vo. ^m38« ms uvostod Hay 2$, 

X933» by that <lopartnnat for lAroatlgatlon at tho Fraymoro 
Sotoi ao n&iof of tho ToodoM* FlXiD «aa than teaorlbod 
aa ago 33, $’8”, 135 lbs., irabUa aneootFy, oaotmtloii 
liatod ai adulator, lo dlapoaltian apfoarod and mo 
mthor dotalla aoro arallablo from tho polioo dopartaoait 
flloa. A photograph of tho Bahjoot aao abtalMd from tho 
Dotrolt Folleo Dopartmont and wap formardod to tho Ohioago 
offloo, it bo^ BOtod that tho photograph «aa ono tahoo 
of tho Ittb^ootla 1933. | 

■BBt-OHSt-’tm -ro forafB a ad 

WfnmSmm Uttor to hoaotd tho ahori f tlanod fUa «U1 
mot ha dama aa it^Mw 

...- 

iiKMamWWh . J-' 

-SXWKg MBW 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOraRNMENT 


TO 

PROM 


DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: JO/SO^ 

SAC, Chicago/ {^ 0 - 33663 ) 


"CHANGED” 

WALLACE DoA FORD, was, 

W, D, F«rd, "Allah", 

Mohaimnad /a 11, Fred Dodd, 

Wall Farrad, Wallace Farad, 

W, D. F^raud, Wallei Ford, 

Wall Mc^aramad, F, Mohammad -All, 
Farrad /Mohammad 
SECUR];^ MATTER - NOI 
00 - Chicago 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
herein is unclassified 

DATEi^AllASBY:" 


?s 


Re Chicago lette? to Diraetoi* dated October 3, 
1957* Los Angeles airtel to Director dated October I 8 , 1957, 


The title of this case is being marked "Changed" 
to list the subject’s true name, as WALLACE DON FORD and 
to include all aliases by which he has been known. This 
name and list of aliases was obtained from a review of the 
Chicago files, however, documentation for each of the above 
aliases is not being included in this letter. 

The subject shall be referred to hereafter in 
this letter as W. D. FARD, 


2 - Bureau (REGISTERED) 

2 - Baltimore (REGISTERED) 

2 - Detroit (100-26356) (REGISTERED) 
2 - Portland BREGISTERED) 

1 - Richmond (Info) (REGISTERED) 

2 - Washington Field (REGISTERED) 

2 - Chicago 

' - 25-20607 




CG 100-33683 


For the Information of Baltimore, the following 
information concerning the Hation of Islam la Being supplied: 


According to the speeches and' writings of ELIJAH 
MUHAMMAD, the National leader of the NOI, "Allah” came to 
Detroit, Michigan, from Mecca In 1930, in the person of 
one W, D, PAJRD, and tau^t MOHAMMAD for three years concerning 
Islam, J'lUHAMl'lAD claims that FAilD taught Islsun in Detroit, 
Michigan from 1930 until 1933# at which time he was asked 
to leave Detroit By the Detroit Police Department. He 
subsequently came to Chicago, Illinois, where he taught 
Islam until 1934# which time he disappeared and nothing 
has been heard from him since, MUHAMMAD has indicated that 
FARD returned to Mecca. In the current philosophy of the 
NOI, W. D. FARD is referred to as the founder of" the NOI 
and the Savior of the "so-called" Negro. 


The following information was obtained from a 
review of Chicago files: 




The Moorish Science Temple of America (MSTA) 
flourished in Chicago in the late 1920* s under the leadership 
of a Negro calling himself NOBLE DREW ALI. During World 
War II the Bureau conducted extensive investigation of . 

the MSTA because of. the possibilities of Japanese influence , 
in that organization. 

The attentlono^tti^D^^lt Dlvlai^ is d/ awn / V 
to the report of SA^M|||^^H^H|l||||iatAd^ 16, 194-3, . 

at Detroit was. , ET AL; 

INTERNAL SECURITY -“T^ffSTOraiMWiMP^EDITION ; 

OVERTHROW OR DESTRUCTION OF THE/ GOVERNMENT" , Detr oit f ile 
-6603 . Page 4. o f thi s^^»e^oo t reflects th 
Interviewed J "" 

r¥, Mi chigan. ^ 
pd v i s e d 
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<^0 


Pontiac* Michigan. According several 

years previously an individual hy tn^nSn^o^FAHD (phonetic), 
whom he believed to be an Algerian, was instrumental in 
having many members leave the MSTA and affiliate themselves 
with a group which he referred to as "Mooselems" , 


Also the Chicago Office is in possession of a G-2 
report dated December 30, 1950, at Detroit, Michigan, vAilch 
reflects that In 1930 a man calling himself W, D, FAfiD took 
over a group of Negroes which had been organized by another 
Negro named NOBLE D. OLLIE . W. D. FARD is reported to be 
• the organizer of both the NOI ana an organization known 
as the "Development of Our Own.'* 


A 

• 70 ) < 


The Chicago Division is also in possession of an 
ONI report dated October 13, 19i|.2, which lists one ABDUL 
MUHAMMAD, a "first officer" of the NOI in Detroit, as 
having been the host of one SATAKATA TAKAHASHI, founder 
of the Japanese "Black Dragon Society", Apparently, 
TAKAHASHI and ABDUL MUHAMMAD resided together in Detroit 
in the early 1950 ’'STT In this connection, the attention 
of the Detroit Division is directed to their file ,62-709 
on an Individual n^ed HAKA HAKANE, wa. , SatakataTakaha^i , 
Detro it should further refer to the report 

dated March 30, 1940 , at Detroit in this~cal^^friTcn 
•" ^ "tAn] 


report reflects that NAKANE was instrumental in the format^ 
of an organization known as the " Development of Our Own" 

Page 58 in this report reflects t6at on J\ine 29, 1939, 
TAKAHASHI was arrested for Illegal entry and attempted 
bribery of United States Immigration inspector. Upon 
interview by a Bureau Agent following his conviction for 
bribery, TAKAHASHI stated that in 1930 in Tacoma, Washington, 
he became acquainted with a Negro Minister, JOHN WHITE, 

Upon going to Detroit from Tacoma, in the early 1930's, 
TAKAHASHI contacted one ABDUL MUHAMMAD because MUHAimAD 
had written WHITE requesting that a Japanese work among 
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the Negroes in Detroit. TAK^ASHI resided with MUHAMMAD 
but left because he considered him a fraud. Page 60 T _ 
of this report reflects that ABDUL MUHAMMAD Is deceased j, Mj)” ' 
havi ng died . in No source Sh6WH for 1 ■ 

this information . " — 


The attention of the Detroit Division is further 
jiirec ted to Detroit fil e number l QO-6781 and to the report 
jJrot dated October 21, 19U-2, at 

Detroit entitled "FOREIGN INSPIRED AGITATION AMONG THE 
AMERICAN NEGROES IN THE DETROIT DIVISION". Page 5 of 
u,this report reflects that on September 9» 19^2, o ne, 
ftyouSE^ ^PPACANI S Interviewed at Detroit by SAsllHHH^ 

time he stated 

that he was National Executive Secretary of the organization 
known as the '’Development of Our Own”, APPACANIS joined 
the organization in about 1935 » when It was under the 
leadership of one MUHAMMAD, who died in about 1935. APPACANIS 
stated that MUHAMMAD’S wife, after his death, had told 
him that MUHAMMAD had taken one SATAKATA TAKAHASHI into 
his home when TAKAHASHI was ill at which time TAKAHASHI 
learned the principles of MUHAMMAD’S organization and 
when he was well^ approached' MUHAMMAD, with the thought 
in mind ' that the two of them could utilize the 

organization to make a great deal of money, MUHAMMAD'S 
wife related that ^fUHAMMAD refused this approach. 


A copy of this , letter is being directed to the 
Richmond Division’ for information Inasimich as investigation 
is presently ponding in that Division. 

Request of Bureau 

The bureau is requested to review their indices 
and furnish Chicago with all information appearing concerning 
the subject under the known aliases listed in the title 
of this letter. In view of the implications furnished In 
this letter th^t W, D. PARD may possibly have been instrumental 
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In tho founding of the organization known as the "Developraont 

of Our Own”, the Bureau is requested to consider having our 

Attache at Tokyo determine If NAKANE, Who was reported 

deported from the United States to Japan, is still alive 

and if so to interview him for any information he mi^t ' 

possess concerning W, D, PARD, 


Undeveloped Leads ^ 

The Baltimore Division 


Will check the files of G-2 for all information 
appearing concerning W. D, PARD and especially for any 
information appearing concerning his founding of the NOI 
and the "Development of Our Own". If the source of the 
information appearing in the G-2 report dated December 30, 
19^0 at Detroit, mentioned above, is shown, should determine 
if that source is available and be contacted by the Bureau. 


The Detroit Division 

Will attempt to locate and 
who was reported in 19U-3 to have beei^ 

MSTA Temple at PontJ-sc, Michigan c I 
, located, he should bo thoroughly IntervTewei 
he possesses concerning the fact that one FARD led 
1 from the MSTA. He- should be shown a photograph of 
\ Detroit Police Department Number 45138, to determine if 
this is the person that led tho schism from the MSTA, 



is 

1 information 
schism 
D. PARD, 


5 - 
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The Dotrolt division should thorou^ly review 
their file on SATAKATA TAKAHASHI to det ermin e. If the ABDU L ^ ^ 
MU HAMMAD mention ed in that f ile could Te ider^lcal wfS i ja. ‘ 
W,~ir r' i<'Ahu y id a ttempt to identify further thla ABDUL " 
MOH'AJ'flSy~and~~t o loc gte f-.he of the InTorma t i on 


U-. 

indicating th at ABDUL MUHAMMAD died in an Insan^ asylum .*-'^^ 





(t 


The Detroit Division Is requested to attempt , (7 / ' 

to locate the JDUSHA APP^A^S me ntion ed In this lette r, ' ' 
and, if they are abTe ’to T.ocate him, he s hould~h e i ht 0 r v 1 e we d 
for all information he possesses concern ing MUHAMM AD ^ He 
should-Jaa-.ahoMn-a,- 4 :±ia^ of W, D . FARD_J;,Q,,.iifltei*mine if 

W. D .. .E1ARD -ia ide ntl.c^_jwith iSfilAMMAi). In this connectrSn 
it is noted that the Detr 6 TF' 0 fn^e~wa 3 formerly office of 
origin in the investigation of the organization known as 
the ^Develsiaaejit-jif^ ur Ow n” , Detm lt Office sho uld review 
this _flle_ to de termlne W « D^ PARD was actually J-nstrumentjal 

i n^^e fouagTn g of this 6 rganiz a?tlo h as wa s report e~d~ih' 'the 
a bove mentioned ll^ repoTrEI - - . 

The Portland Divlaion 


Reference is made to the lead set forth to the 
Portland Division In referenced Los Angeles alrtel. The 
Portland Division is requested to attempt to locate a 
marriage for W, D. PARD sometime prior to 1914, and to 
locate a hirth of a male child born to PARD sometime prior 
to 1911+* In this connection, it should be noted that 
referenced alrtel Mflects that W, D, PARD may have used 
the name PRED DODD and may have lived at Salem, Oregon. 

If any Information concerning W, D, PARD’ a marriage or 
the birth of his child is located, Portland should conduct 
logical investigation to locate the former wife and the 
child and then should Interview them for any information 
they may posses^ concerning W. D, PARD, 


^ol 
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The Washington Piftld Division 

Will checlt the records of ONI for any infonnatlon 
they may possess concerning W, D. PARD and for any 
information that mi^t be shown concerning his founding of 
the NOI and any indication that W. D. PARD might be Identical 
with the ABDUL MUHAMMAD mentioned in the above mentioned 
ONI report as being a "first officer" with the NOI. The 
sources of ONI ' s information should be determined if 
possible and should be determined if they are available 
to be contacted by the Bureau, 


/ 
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Office lUjehlOf^Mdufn * united states government 


SUBJECT: 


SAC, DETROIT (100-26306*) 


WALLACE DON ?ORD, was. 
SM - NOI 


DATE: December 11, 1907 


Ht«W IS 


“Q 

r 




Re Chicago letter to the Biireau, October 30‘, 1907 . 
2g-3670-:;- 

Photo of WALLACE D. FARAD, in 1933, contained in 1-A 




Serial 9 -- ^ • 

Report of SA Jvme 1, 19 I 42 , at V/ashington, 

cc Chicago, re wjIllie MOHAI-'MSD, was. WILLIE MOBAMKED stated 
he was born near Sandersville, Ga,, on August 0, I 89 I and 
nis slave name was WILLIS POOLE. WILLIS MOHAMMED advised 
he met "ALLAH" or W. D. FORD in Detroit in 1931. ^ j. 

Serial 10 ^ " 

’'Reporl^ 'iTune 15, 

GIJLAN BOGANS, i?a^r nSiis report states that a teletype was'^ 
received from WFO on May 11, 19ii2 stating that GTJLAN BOGANS^ 
had been apprehended. The Chicago Temple of the moslems 
was located at 104 East 01st Street. This organization (hot 
further described) was foimded in 1931 at Detroit, Michigan, 
by W. D, FARD. ?ARD was reported to have been arrested on 
tnree occasions in Detroit for teaching Islam. 

Milwaukee teletype on May 19, 1942, reflect that the rei 
the Temple In Milwaxikee reflect that W. D. PARD was report' 
to be the "ALLAH" of Islam and in all probability could bo 
located at 6026 Vernon Street, Chicago, Illinois 


*SI^' 

A Ko ^ 


Serial li; 




Report of SAl 

re'ViLLIS 


|at Retro it, July 10, 19)4 2, 


Tnis report reflects that ■vILLIR was born .farrust 5> IC91 

as ILLIR POOL'S, ilLLIS !' C.'l vras '-itlc.er indict ic-nt on two 
counts because ne refused to register for the draft. fIL LIS 
advised ne riet , PARAL in Retrolt in 1931 

ana at tnat tirae x\ras the leader and crfanizer of the 

Islam rexiaion in i..etrolt. .,e advised tnat 'l-.ra-i:.:. left fetroit 
in 19:’3 or 1934 uad no ides, wnere nad could he located at 
tne present ti'ie. 

2g-17life2-3 

■"dfth rxriny .19 dated November 2t ^ 1930, re the ''i.osler.l 

r.oly Temple of Islam - Oetrcit Sranc!'’. 


This report states the ’'f_Y,^LOP:'fiiT OP OUT i di' and the Islam 
Temple cults came in for seme intensive inves ti ,^-atlon by tne 
t fetroit Police Oepartment in 1933~39 and tne foilovrins infor- 
mation was obtained from the Felice department recoros: 

In I'v'fu, a nan callin” nimseir W, O. FAEO, took over s yroup 
of negroes that :iad been oryanlzoc*. by anotner *,eyro named 
ed j’cbie O'. Oilie, as a : oelem Islamite yroup. This yroup 
practicea t'‘.e hoslem rellrlon. r'eetinys x-;ere neid at tne 
nomes of various merrtoers of tne group, Tnis group claimed 
to nave been originally set up in 1913- At some time in the 
year 1932 or 1933 jor 'T. dv.dlASTTl became active in the group. 

Accoraing to a "Handbook of the Detroit Regro" , published by 
the iiinority Stuay Associates, editor ULYSSLS rCYHi:., an 
organization which called itself tne "DEVELOPIfUlT Of CUT Cdf" 
e was started by a negro nAmed GLOKGL Gi-IKA’S, a city vjorker, 
as a legitimate political organization in 1930, A Japanese 
named Kajor TAIb^HASHI took over the organizati on, — — — 

Vj. f . TERALT) claimed that ne was the originator of the "Dr>Y.^LOPIfiNT 
^ OP OUR Oa'K" and the Moslem Temple of' Islam Cult and cited as 

proof a book that had been copyrignted by nim in the U.S. Library 
of Con.yress titled "3 Guidinr Principals*"'. In 1934 4 . • P.^-?.A 
was given police notice to met out of Detroit and j^e left. 
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In Dotroit between 1931 193-i^ tnere were aDproxirnately 700 

nenibers oT an or£;anizat ion called ''Tne liation of Islam/' a 
pse-aao-relirlous order in wnich the members of the above 
organization purported to be allied v/ith tne Monammodan reiition. 
Tnis organization was establisned by D. ?0F.E . 



.lugust 7, 19')2, at Cnica-o, re 


negro x:'^s apprenenced by the Cnica-'o -E and 
misec to register under the feiective Service i.et. 
F.dvised o.e x-jas '''..usiim” ana nis religion forbic regis 
for a n 7 pur o s e . 


;hen 'uestioned as th' officials cf the 
ad Vi sod. tbe prephet tnd criginal loader 
local leader in .rx.lco.ro v;as' hLIJ.-li: !;0h.-h 


erganiz 

was 


.ne 
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Fi^l IiArL\ was. 


b2-7u9-Qji 

Report of S .1 
re 


^ C 



liarcn, 2u, 


1 % 0 , 


at Detroit, 


a Japanese, er_i; rated to Canada -in approximately 190U 
wr.ero no riarrieQ AC; in CRj.CDCCli . in 192i, emlnraLeci 

to Tacoma, . 'asnlnr:ton, nitr. n:,.s wife ana family, romalnin;;. 
tnere until 192b, wnen no tisappoared in financial ciisprace. 
In 1933 appeared in Detroit, !;iciii.r:an, usiny the name of 
TATAIIASRl wnero ne became active in promoting tne noyro 
orianlzation "iievelopment of Our Own." lO..'; .Ai:/. married 
::rs. RRADL T. blnrcoc, nerress, (Dn Rile 10u-llt357J on 
Pebruai '7 21, 1931, who \jas active in above organization. 

,1 war. deported to Japan April 2U, i93l by I1;S witnout 
funds. On .•'.upust 29, 1931, arrived at Vancouver, r,C., 

Canada, in possession of 2,000., subseopjently resialnt-; at 
Vancouver, D.C., vincsor anc Toronto, Ontario, Canada, from 
vjnicn points r.e directed pcl^.cies of DOOO througn nis wife. 

In f.optembor, 193^, o marital rift caused JAZAJD to appoint 
C ' ri-.Tzf, nenro, as executive. 


Strife witnin the JOOO caused to lllegaii-^ re - enter 

tr.e f.f. at ■'u.fi’aio, I'.:'., on January ll, 1939 using the 
name of IR’30 an. after comin.g to Detroit, -‘eorganized nis 
loyal .followers into the "Onv-ard i.overcent of Anorica." On 
June 27, 1939 was arrestee for illegal entry and 

attempted bribery of U.S. Immigration Inspector, On 
September 21, 1939 fWas convicted for attempted 

bribery in Federal -’Court at Dotreit, Ricnigan, sentenced 
to three years' imprisonment and fine. 




' h - 


00040 



62-7Q9"6l:,-ge 


N.Ui jAjLiKE stated tnat vrr.en n.e I'irst came to I-etroit at the 
insistence of Reverend JOEIn ■.h'ilE of Tacoma, vasnington, ne 
resiaed witn i.h)hhh_ hV'" hh.hj^r for approximately two weeks 
iiAlhiKT stated ne left the residence of AEDi’L MOhAh :dr because 
ne considered l-TdhArn'LjD a fraud. ?oj.xowlng this ne attended 
several coloreo cnurcnes ana frecuentod tne YMCA's in this 
city and at tne insistence of the colored people whom ne met 
was ins crufiiental in organizing the fOOC,. wnicn was incorporated 
In tne State cf hicnipan. ile aiieyes this cryanizatlon was 
starteu in i?iu aithoUjii turoupt-out tr.c invos ti ration no one 
coulr' re-enbor its existence before toe latter part of 1932 
or tne early part c: 1933. he stated cnc hooo nad become' 
Inactive after r.is deportation to Japan in i934 . 

b2-7‘--9-bh-60 


"The speecn, 'Japan's hivxne hission' was admittedly written 
by . .AY. hit but he states that <re did net give this at any of 
tho nr etin ;s of eitner or-jan. zation sponsored ry nim. P::e 
speech 'T'-o Sinking Ship anc the Life Boat', vias written by 
hrs . C y.Z lifriTii and was read at several of the meetings 
but according to .ih-.H-.x was too complicated for the people 
to understana. .'iBrUL iaWp.P'.’ _,p mentioned hereinbefore is 
alleged to be deceased at the present time, naving died in 
an insan|fe nospital." 


Tne forepolnp paragraph was set out In the report between 
two paragraphs setfcing out information furnisned oy pAihLhS 
curinr an interview. I t Is not xnown wnetner or not ihL.jiha 
furnisned the Inform^i tlon re tne death of ii 5IX'L 


IOU-13397-7 

On August 9, 1957,4 

of Tetroi^^^ua^i|^Comriiss 3115 

t na t s id e s 

ana April 27, 1953- h-^ r^^Wft tnat 

her nusbana AAIiA IvAKAKl^^ a Japanese, has been aeceased 

since further advised that in nls 

opinion! 
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December 10, 1942, at 

IS-J; CUSTODIAL TL?.A:TICU. 

Information was received that ^^m|||Pv/rote a letter to the 
Governor of Michif^an statinT: il of^ro soldiers were mistreated at 
3ort Of lotriorpe , Ga, stated to his Local Board ne 

would never taLe the oath to defend, the Dnitea States. 


a nd ro quested 
view. 


I was contacted in his hone 
come to the Detroit field 


September 10, 19i|2, * 


out of busine ss, ''.e sta teo tne .im’L ■■DIiA‘':iZ;r; nad lived at 
1921 Bindie, ^H|||mi|||^advisod he had heard a man bv the name 
of Tii'ri.TMsDi r.ac taxon over the LOCO and tnat M;T'AOi1d nad 
told him t '.o followinf- story before A3' UL died: 

LOIiAlIIlD advised that TAiltlltSIII net him, I':Ci':A;D'Ar; 

around 1933 or 1934 ' “ hOfL/L'lL; had net TA:DiLASKI as 'ne, 
'■■'0HAii:'’AI), was alwa-^s interested in Orientals who came to this 
countr;-, and T.A'Lii-'iSTa, for some reason, Anew about :.'0HA>f!LD 
and looked him up uppn arrival in cno Vnited States. I'CBLl!-: ILD 
advised that TAr'A.LASKl was sick and that ne, ABDUL KOH .Ml'LD, 
ana his wife nursed TAi'A..-IAe,!-:i back to nealth. TAl'IA-LiSU 1 
told r OnA. 7'!ij.v that 'hOHAlUtZiD would never make any money on the 
DOOD and that ne should follow 'TAhj'U'ADUi • s ways and they v;ould 
both make money. I:0 HA::t::JL then allegedly told TA-XALASEI 
that^ne would not rob the Eegro people, as the organization 
was iOunded to nelp the Uerroes anc that the majority of riearoe 
w-ere very ignorant. nOHAiy-TLX- advised Subject that TAICAXASIII 
then pot quite ^gry with nim and left anc that ne 
UOnAHMSD that hef would start his own organization. 
advised that KOUAj'D'Xri told the police department 
having one of the DOOO cards vjith TAUf !:ASU I » s name on it was 
an outlaw because they were using his, UOrA] fhD » s , creation - 
the LOGO. 
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Th© 1957 Phone Directory lists the followm^an^^t is not 
known if this is ident-ioal with the in whom 

you are interested. 





R2: ABDUL kOHAUI-lZD 

10Q-^5J.i9“29 

This serial is eate stamped October 21, 1912. 

"i'C'DA O'D:;, Abdul (deceased) 9IiI) 

Detroit, ’ lc'-.i:,an COD T l.v.L 

reO; (a) 9:,'D card, P^JPRA.D, W4ii, hr. (witn aliases J, 

oatcc 10/1;:/[|.2; 

(b) 9DD care, Aation ex’ Islam, dated 9/23/-l2. 

Datinr "D‘ report: Subject, nepro, a ’’first ofricer” of 

Detroit '’Temple” of Dation of Islam, nec/ro-monammedan 
cult, was host Ox Satakata Taicahashl, a^yent of Black 
■'ragon Society of Japan, at time of latter’s arrival in 
Detroit in early 1930s. In 1939 TATiAIIASUI advised ?BI 
that he came to Detroit at instance of Rev. John V-IKIT2, 
colored minister in Tacoma, 'Washington, wno nad received 
ccmnunications from. Subject , enccuraging "some Japanese 
In that territory to proceed tc Detrclt to vfork among the 
colored people.” TAlb-.EiiSDI said that ne left Subject’s 
home after two week stay because he thought him a ’’fraud." 
Tnereafter, according to TAKAbASHI, he founded an organ- 
ization really for the bi^st interest of negroes, called 
Development of Our "Own, Meanwhile it is reported that 
Subject is opposition to the doctrine of the Ration: of 

Islam (ref. b) that Negro-kohammedans did not belong to 
America and that they were citizens of the holy City of 
Mecca, with allegiance only to the Moslem flag, seceded 
and "organized a small iJoslem group of nis own in whlcn 
the cardinal principle was loyalty to tae Constitution of 
the United States and to its flag." Subject cied prior 
^'to 1939> allegedly in an insanj^e hospital." 
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FBI 


Maimer 29 * X9^7 


SAC. $moX7 <llKMr4(3f^) 


S« FAMD 

l-«« 



Si OUl«M« tp HBm SvrMia AuM 

.#» Wh»y St Afg?» A»»S icm » S — ..;..t|..,;'^.v.- -., ....:.--h 

lmr«tftilSafeion throuii^ ^sropirlat# aoiveas 
At tiM llEiifAraity of ltt«lilgta. Au& fAllad to 

pvodiiao 4 B 17 MoorS of an KBOmm DQOX BmOi. 

A Mtlaii of tIniv«r»ltT of Mloh1an« faoulty 
and Staff Uroetoriaa frodoaod tha aana af an IKDIttlr &« Btfirov. 
who In 1934 wt* a^plojM at a toaohlaa fallow in SoolalOKj for 
tha thloaraity of Mlahlsaa and whoao Eona addraea at that tte 
waa llatad aa <47? I>aaroom Straat. I>atrelt. Hlah igaa* 

Alwail 

Catalog Offlaa. Clainra7^mfSBISaB^nS9aiiE7^. 1957» 
yrodooad an aloul raaoM fir WmiliW P«. S SCT O S who attoiAad 
tha Shio ar i i^ of Mlohlgon frma ttSl iUiroiigh 1933* i^vtaiaing a 
ihp stgroo in tht lotior foAr,^ It mn Mm sc^ii 17 j ot 
Thomtio. Ctttatio* OaniCa* Soring hto oaroilnaiit hi liitiol «• 
aeqaaintanoas who voald ha awara of hla addraaa tha fallowing t 


j. w surosB .. 



tm xoo.2^56 


41a:^i r»s$s*ds 

Minrjr *« ih» X«tt knmra n44r«t« fw BSTVOI# 232 %«ndl«J^ 

Flint 3| liiolilgaa« whifth nddr««t» dtdnHllBg lid »Xiuiai«»««pd«^ 
vat valid at df HavoU# X956* 

a auvraat FUnt^ 

MiatiisvAf faXaipboiMi DlMatorr, aotlag that it faiXad to aavrj a 
Xlatldg for SRDKAIV D, nrarOFj ddvavar, it did aootaln a 
Xlatidg f«r a lira* XJO»UUnr D* 910201 of 2X2 OhandXar 8trfat« 
Flint. MLohigan,' ■ f 

i 

XnToatigation la continuing In thlo Dlvialwi 
at the Flint and Detroit addraaaoa notad in an attaapt to 
locate and Interview BETlf^H in aooerdanoe with refareneed letter. 


As will be noted, leads should be set forth 
for Detroit and Flint, Michigan, to comply with the requested 
investigation contained in referenced Chicago letter. • It is 
noted that BEYNON is undoubtedly identical with the person 
mentioned in referenced letter in view of the uncommoness of 
the two first names of this individual and in view of the fact 
that BENYDN was not located as ever being connected with the 
University of Michigan. 

Inasmuch as there is no additional investi- 
gation to be conducted at Ann Arbor, Michigan, it is recommended 
that this case be reassigned to either the Detroit or Flint 
Agent handling the 'leads requested. 

^ ‘ 


) '-' C 


- t - 
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UJ*. ■ ED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Office Memorandum • 


oAC, Detroit (100-263-6 



SUBJECT; ’'.D.FARD 
IK -MO I 

(00: Chica.-o) 


12/1EI/57 


Reference is made to Chicago letter to the Director dated 
10/3/57 and captioned as above, as well as Detroit letter to the 
Director in the same matter of II/29/57. ■ 


latter sets out miDF'.^LOPSD L7ADS in 
Flint and Detroit, I'ichigan, A review of the 
Lo.-iDo at Detroit appear to be old addresses and former contacts 
0^ some 25 years ago, while it is noted that the LEAD to contact 
o..DKA:r DOAME BErYOK at 212 Chandler Street, Flint, 3, Michigan 
was current as recently as Karch 1956 from the Universitv of 
Jlchigan Alujtni Records. 


Therefore, it is recommended that a LEAD CARD be prepared 
to locate and interview REKYOM at Flint, T'.ichigan in accordance ' 
with the reference letter from the Director. In the interim, no 
effort will be made at Detroit to locate BENYON at the old addresses. 

uide7elo?::d lfadb 


THn D’jTROIT office, At Flint, Michigan: V/ill forward to 

Resident Agency covering serials 5 and 10 of captioned file 
lOr appropriate handling to locate and interview BEITYOM. 



nna^R 


0XRXCTOR, m 


Vmmittrjr X7t 195^ 


PBXfiOIT CXOO-263$«) 


V* D* 7ASD 
SM - «OZ 


SKSS™ 


% 


fttSftXtt U/29/57 to Bttroott Md GOXot to Airoou 
iW57, • - - ; . 

On Jnnunrr 9 , X 95 d, frs* kRDMAHlf D. KTIIOII, 2 X 2 
Obandlor Stroot. FXlnt. Idobifnn. ndrlooa that hor hutband, 

UU3IUK8 0 . BSTnOit| nho'wns fornorXf nsaociatod with thn Uniwnrnity 
of mehlfon, kad writton tha artiela ontitXod *Tbo Voodoo Cult 
Imcmz Sogro JUgraata In Ootroit*. 8ht adTlaad that ha bad diad 
In 19AJ* dha adriaad that ha had obtalnad tba aotariaX for hla 
artleXa bj Intarriawiac aambara of tba frouy blMaXf • Sha adriaad 
that it was hla Idas to writa tha artielU aAd*^od.^ao«h^taf tha 
Intarvlowa ha took aithar bar or his daaghtar* Sha raXatad that 
tha notos that ha nraparod whiXo ha v«a in tha froooss of writing 
tha artiela wara aithar loot or doOtroyad* Sha atatad that aha 
eouXd not raaanber any nanaa^ addraaaaa or yXaeaa aantionad 
dnrinc tha Intarviawa whan oha wi 


Sha atatad that bar haaband^a artiaXa was t^ 
only ona iirittan by bin oonoamini tha lation of Zolan (SOI)* 

Sha otatod thst bar bnaband wna eXoaa to a aooloXosy’ prwasaor 
at tba Sniraraity of Chieofo naaad L00X5 WIRTB* Sha atatad that 
and bar husband wara both ia^aroatad In tba VOI nt that 
fmienXar tint U937) ond It was bar raoolXaetion that tba 


■mn naaa naaxTauuaa/ana nopw wwa aaa ummm imm vr 

fOSh. vSha ototad tbal itl^ nXao hor rooolitotion that thia 
oavoon wna OftMOXy^ 4owi^ oritin oad hla roaX nana wat a 
dhwiah anna. onknoMi to hiar, hot not odnilar to oitbor PW or 
fOSS^ 
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OS 100*4«356 


Ob ^abuary 10, 1950, Mn. KiEIOS KXBBSR, 609 l«at_ 
•blear. Pliat, Niahlcaa, adTlaad tiutt aha did aaoobpaaT bar 
fat bar, tEDKilTN BETSOI. oa mar af tba iatarriawa that ba aaa^atad 
ralatlra to tha SOI* 8ha atatad that aha roboabara hha laadara 
aawi aa balag FABiD, hut could aat raaabbar aaythiag alaa about 
hlb, aad aha did aot know aaTthiag about his baiag af tha 
dawiah aatioaalitT aad haviag aa a trua aaaa a ia^ah aaaa. Sha 
vaat oa to axplaia that lOCriS WXRTH had diad ia 1952* Sha atatad 
that bar father aad a dataetiaa froa tha Patroit PoXlea 
Papartaaat who was ia eharga af tha iaTaatigattoa oa tha group 
coofarrad with aaeh othar quita fraquantljr aad avappad 
iaforaatiea coaeeralag tha pvup* Sha adriaad that to her 
kaoaladga bar father had gottaa all of his laforaatitui froa 
iotarTiaaa with SOX aaabars or through tha hatrolt Folloa 
Papartaaat. Sha atatad that aha had aarar aaaa FiRD aa ha had 
already left Detroit* Sha atatad that aha had Tlaited tha 
UnlTeraity of lalaa which was located ia Paradlaa Talley la 
Detroit aad had aaaa a photo of fAkD imlch was hangiag ms a wall 
in a rooa oa tha aaeoad floor* Sha adriaad that this house was 
located Close to tha poXloa praelaot although aha could aot 
raaaabar tha aaaa of tha atraat* 


The Chicago Piwisioa should atteapt to atteapt 
to loeata any aotaa or aatarial foraarly la tbo paatoaaioa of 
tha lata LOUIS VXRTH. fomarly with tb# Soaial^ty Dapartaaat of 
tha SalTaraity af Chicago that alght holp to idoatlfy tho aaa irtio 
waat aadar tho aasa of fARD ia Dotrolt, aad attoapt to lecato 
aay aloao asaoelataa of VIRTH who pigbt bo ia a poaitioa to 
famlah iaforbatlon ooacaraiag PARD* 




ua aaauary 
e^^^^^sai^e^b Papa 

^Roe^Si^Scin&oatiga 


Oa January 17* 195S, Sorgoaatl__^ 

' ^ Popartabat, SobTOwaive Squad 

that tha reacarda of that agaacy fail to 

, _ ^ aatigaiioa or laquiry with ragan to Subiact 

or eollaboratioa tbo lato Prefoaoor SSTROi* 


f 


« t » 
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SAC, DETROIT (100-5^9) 


1/lV^ 


SAC, CHICAGO (25-20607) 

5ATI0H OP ISLAM 
IS - KOI 


vhQ h&s furriished reliable Infersatlen 
In the phat ana who la in oloae eontact vlth ELIJAH MUHAMMAD, 
the Hatlonal Leader of the NOI, on Jannary Ij., 1958, furnished 
the following Information! ^ 

Informant advised that on Januag^u 1958, an 
Indlvldixal who Identified himself as frtxn Detroit, 
Mlohlgan, contacted CLARA MUHAMMAD (wife of ELIJAH), He 
atated that he la an artlat and the person who drew the 
picture "with the Jewels and of Bx^ther ELIJAH about ten 
years ago**. He stated, "X am a good Muallm and I have had 
a whole lot of tomtent the last few days and a<methlng is 
trying to kill me to keep me from helping him (possibly 
ELIJAH) , and told me that I was supposed to help the temple 
raise him up beeause I «n a good Muslld a^d I gat messages 
from W. D, MOHAMMED (ph) (W. D. PARD)^ 


Detroit is reo 

nation ocmoamlngl 


e^ed to fornlah identifying Infor- 


Although It appears tnatHHimP may ba a psyoopath, 
Detroit Is requested to conduct Investigation to determine 
If there Is any basis for hls statement that he la reeelvlng 
measages from W. D. MOHAMMED (W. D. PARD)^ 



,^JD0048 



DIRBCTOR^ m 


4bMtrr 17. 


Y SAC. IWniOlT U00-2SJ$S) 

- ■ . 

^ S. S. FAHD, WA». - 

M • SOI 
mt sidt|fo 

to Siir#Aa lO/jO/57 I* wiption^S 
' ■■■'thio 4i "to oiyioo that tlit ftotrolt fl-Aoa md 

A oarofttlXr roTlowod hf ComUtiMi Clork 

\ uid « OorroUtian m^tioanm frtptro4» 

Aa outoo^tlo oow of oa«o l« boims trMOMitfd homl^ 
for tho iofoiMtioo of Chlooco. 

, Iwrooti^atiOB io ooBtlmUc I* Sotrolt to ooror 
tbo roMialag loads oot forth in rolot* 

2 - iuroatt (BKQXSmSD) 

2 • Oble«|g^(lM. 1) (aiOISTBaED} 

(£)• Sotrol^?foo^6356) 







UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Office Memorandum 


■ SAC, Detroit (100-26356) 


1/16/5S 


FROM ; SA 


SUBJECT: WALLACE DON FORD, WAS. 

SM - NOI 


Re Chicago letter to the Director 10/30/57, 


^^^^^^Detrott file 100-6603-140 

3/16/43, entitled^llHHHHI^^HI^^^B^* > 

ET AL, INTERNAL SECURITY - J; CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SE&TtIoN; OTER- 
THROW O R .DESTRUCTION OF GOVERWIENT. Page 4 of this report reflects 

SA interviewed4^|||||B|H^I|||||H|||||H 

Michigan on 1/6/43. At 

the MSTA Temple at Pontiac, Mi chiganV" According t(|^ 
several years previously an individual by the name of FARD tpsonetic) 
whom he believed to be an Algerian, was instrumental in having many 
members leave the MSTA and affiliate themselves with a group which 
he refers to as ’MOOSELEMS*. 

^^^^LEA^AT PONTIAC . MICHIGAN: Will attempt tolocat^and interview 

as above reported in 1943 wa^||||||^^^l^of the 
MSTA Pontiac, Michigan, Interview as t^^c^TflSt one FARD 

led a sehistt from the MSTA. Show attached photograph of W.D, 
FARD, Detroit PD #4513^ to determin^Yf this is the pM|annthat led 
the schism from the MSTA. Ax-A-Jh-S- CA^ — 


For thd Infortiat ‘ on of the Resident Agency at Pontiac: 
IflSafih^ation to this date at Detroit has failed to locate 



Enclosure-Photgaph of W.D. FARD, Detroit PD 45138. (RETURN PLS.) 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Office Memorandum • 

to/ :SAC, Detroit ( 100 - 263 ^ 6 ) 

4rom :Director, FBI (10^-63642) 

SUBJECT: 'WALLACE DON FARD 

SECURITY MATTER - NOI 


DATE: January 28, 1958 



Reurlets 10-22-57 and 1-17-58. 


Relet dated 10-22-57 advised that a photograph 
of the subject was available to your office, Relet dated 
1-17-58 advised that Mrs. Marion Kieber, 609 East Baker, 
Flint, Michigan, advised she had accompanied her father 
during the time he conducted many interviews relative to 
the Nation of Islam (NOI). She also stated that she had 
observed a photograph of the subject \drich was hanging 
on the wall of a building i»diich she apparently visited 
with her father. 


M You should exhibit a photograph of the subject 

j I to Mr,s. K ieber to determine if he is identical with the 

individual she knew named Farad, who was the leader of the 
NOI at the time her father was interested in this organization. 

I 1 - Chicago (100-33683) (For information) 


/ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following 

statements, where indicated, explain this deletion. 

□ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material 
available for release to you. 



Section .552 


Section 552a 

□ (b)(1) 


□ (b)(7)(A) 

n (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 


□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ (j)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 


□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ (k)(l) 



_ □ (b)(7)(D) 

□ (k)(2) 



_ □ (b)(7)(E) 

□ (k)(3) 



_ □ (b)(7)(F) 

□ (k)(4) 

□ (b)(4) 


□ (b)(8) 

□ (k)(5) 

□ (b)(5) 


□ (b)(9) 

□ (k)(6) 

□ (b)(6) 



□ (k)(7) 


D Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your 
request. 

D Information pertained only to a third party. The subject of your request is listed in the 
title only, 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred 
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be 

advised by the FBI as to the ^eleasability of this information follov/ing our consultation 
with the other agency(ies). 


_Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be 
advised as to the disposition at j later date. 

__Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

For your information; 3^..^ ^ 




The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

t ) o 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 

XXXXXX XNO DUPLICATION FEE X 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

FBI/DOJ 



&I1SCT0&, 181 (10M36U) Mrwtrr 26, 195d 

£AC, D87801T tt&CU263|6) 


8* ?AKD» MM, 

s£cuaxrr mIttse «. koi 

80 sShlMg« 


1^ BttTMUt X*tt«r to SoUrolt d#to4 Jmwut 28» 19^6. 

On Fttnurr U, 1956, lira* NA^OS ilSBSR, 609 Bast 
Bi^ar, fliat, Klehlfu, mm sbotni a ^tiograpE obtalnad 
from Um Patroit Pollea Dapartaaat baarlac wa data 
193^^Dd Pa troi t Follaa X^partaumt Inbar 43X36 by 

OBIE etatad taat tbia abetasraj^ waa idanfxlB^ 
to tba pbotoEraph of tba paraaa aba know to a# aaaad FA&D 
«boaa pletara aha bad aaan oa tha Mall at tha OalTaraltf 
of Zalaa ao«a tMantp paara ago i^la with bar fathar iatar* 
Tiavlag paraoaa who wara Hatioa of lalaa (IQI) aabbara. 

U3BM adriaad that tba photograph of FAJiO at 
tha Qaiwaraitp of lalaai aithar a 5* z 6" or a 10” photagraph 
la blaok aad whlta aod waa a *glaiM>riaad” or toaehad ap 
piotart* iha atatad that aba raaalla that tha pletara waa 
takaa fra a 43 dagraa^aagla Imataad of a fall fact or a 
prafUa* ^ 

viSL na aahad If aha waa posltlwa of tba 
had Bad# aad aha atatad that tbara was 
that tha two paraoaa wara tha 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (105-6361^2) 


Kfcr«h 10 , 1958 


SAO, CHICAGO (100-33683) 


WALLACE DODD FORD, V*«« 

V. D. PBPd, "AllAJi’i MohAUBBad, 
All, Fr*d Dodd, Vail Farrad, 
Wallaae Farad, V« D« Farand, 
Vallaea Don Ford. Valal Ford, 
"Tbo Great MaMi*, F« Hohanmad 
All, Farrad Mohamnad 
SECURITY MATTER - FOX 
00 1 CHICAGO 





RoBtilet to Chloago jruiuary 28, 1958, eneloalng a 
correlation auaBtary prepared at the Seat of Gwemnant. For 
the InTonitfitloo of Few York, the foXloirlng Infomatlon Is 
presented t 


According to the speeches and writings of ELIJAH 
MDHA’^MAD, latlonal Leader of the Ration of Islam (HOI), ” Allah" 
earns to Detroit, Miohlgan from Heooa in 193C in the peraon of 
ono V. D, PART who tati^t MUBAMKAD for throe yeara eonoeiming 
laXaa. FARD tau^t lalam in Detroit from 1930 to 1933 st whleh 
time he was asked to leayo Detroit by the Polleo Dopartmont and 
tubaoquently eane to Ohleago, Zllinoia whore he tau^t lalam 
until 1934, at whleh time he diaappeared and nothing has boeei 
heard fr«a him sines « MUHAMMAD has indieatod that FARD rotumod 
to Naooa. 


The phlXoaophy of the 901 teaohes that FARD arrlTOd 
in the Ctolted State a from Naooa oh July 4, 1930, and that ho 
rotumod to Nacca after bringing the knowlodgo of their tne 
Identity to the los%»f ound latien of Islam whiah had been held 
la slsTory in the atitod States far 400 years* ffae ohiloaophy 
ef the HOI deified FARD end has Itentlfied him with the god 
ALLAH* 


XBrestlgatlon oonduetod bfy the FBI has identified FARD 
aa being identleel with tho eub>et of FBI Hinher 56062 whose 
last known appearanoe waa aa arrest in Chisago, Illinois in 
Septonher, 1933* 

• Bureau (Rogiatorod) 

^ - Detroit (10M6356HRogiatorod) 

2 - Vow Yo^ (Rogistorod) 

1 - Obioago 


h 
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oa 100*33683 


ra«e 27 of rofoiwood corrolotloa wawory rofloots 
InfomiAtion oont alnod in a Datyolt ypor t d*t«d Sovonbar 12^ 
1942, ontltUd, Wm. £t »X, Morr^ 

Solonoo To»q;>lo of Anovioa.» IS * ouovoditX Dotontion; Sodltlwi* 


This roport oontoinod InformAtton vhioh was glvan to 
tho Ootroit Offieo hj tbo Klehlgan Stato ?oUoa In a aaaarandura 
datad JUno 16« 19U2« this ntnorandua POfloetod that a V. D* 

PAIffi. alias DaTia *1. 9316 Oakland Avanha. Datapolt, waa known 
as tha Grand Shaik of the Morrlsh Selanaa Taiqpla of Aiseriaa and 
that ha was beliavad to be from Kansas 0itp» Missaurl or from 
Ohloago* This msmorandua advised that tha Koalams wars organlsad 
In Catrolt in 1913 by ROBERT D. OLLIE who was run out of Detroit 
in 1929. Report reflaotad E. D, PARD raorganisad this group in 
1930 but was run out of toim by tha Polloa in 193U ond ratumad 
In 1936. 


Paga 3i|. of raferanoad oorralatlon sunmary raflaats 
information appearing in law York report of Oetobar 26. 1953i 
regarding *1X1 JAH MraAMMAD, Was.* MDI. aka. Et al, SSA 19i;8* 
Consp iraay. IS report reflaotad that on August 31* 

I953*ISiH|||||flH^m^ a known Moslem* voluntarily appeared 
in the law York Offioa. At that time ha advlaad that in 1951 
ha saw tha god ALLAH in Haw York Oity at tha M02 Tas^la on U5th 
Stroot. Ha pointed out that ha oould not daseriba ALLAH but that 
ha would eartainly be abjia to identify him if ha aaji' him again* 

flm further stata^that ALLAH always appeared under 
tha name of V. D. FARAD. Whaifll^MLwaa ahown a photograph of 
PARD* ha was visibly atiUPttad and stated that be would not 
poaitivaly identify %k as ALLAH or FAHD butdi^lndioata that 
it quite posaibly waa a plwtograph of him«^H^B advised that 
ALLAH residad in Holy aity of Nsaaa where ha always had lived 
and where ha would ooatinuo to liro f ay o vor. 

aSAPl 

Tha Detroit Diviaian: JhNMa tha infonsatian reported 
In this lettar It would iqppoar that tha Kiohlgan Stato Mloo 
had oonfusad tha Morrish Saionoo Tanpla of Anarioa with tho 
Hation of Zalamf bowavor* Detroit is roquaatod to oontaot tha 
Miehlgas State Poliee sxsA determine the oouroa Of the Infosmatien 
appearing in their meaoraiidua of 16. 191^* vhioh roflooted 
that V* D« PARD alias DATXS XL* 9316 Oakland Avenue waa Grand 
Sheik of the Merrleh Seienee Teaq>le ef Anerlea. 

- £ « 
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Sotrolt thoold Atteiopt to rtiolTO yhothor or not tlio 
DAVIS SL &ll9g^ to b. an aUaa eX V. D« FAKD is ids&tisal 
irLth ths subisst of this investigation* If It is Aotonlxiod 
that that individual is Idontlsal with the subjset of this 
invo8tigation« logieal invostigatlMi should bo oonduotod to 
foUoir his novononts sinoo that data and to dotorsdna his 
prosont loeatian* 

gia how York Division l a roquastod to attoapt to 
rointorTiov^||HlimB|H|||H0|ft and dotemlno from hln all 
Information eoneorning wo appoatnuaeo of ALLAH or V. D. PARD 
at tho MCI Tooplo in How York In 1951 • 

Vow York should adviao if tho photograph shown to 
^^^^^was the photograph of tho subject of Dotroit Polios 
Dopartmont number U5133* Vow York ahoul^eonduet all logieal 
ittveatlgation to verify or disprtnrdlHIli^H^ statonant that 
PARC or ALLAH appeared at the Vow York Tonq>le In 1951* If 
this information is verified. Vow York should oonduot all 
investigation noooaaary to looato FAJRD or any infonutlen 
eonooming hiai« 
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iF;a^TiAL 


SAC, Chieago (100-33633) , mroh 12, Vj^e 

CON 

Director, FBI (105-63642) 

CUiaif 

Exempt f 
Date of 

Re Cbloatgo letter* 2 - 3-56 *tMJ 2-16-^ end 
Detroit letter 1-31 '33 • ^ 

Re CM«I «0 letter 2-36-53 requeeted Bureeu 
eofieider requeetli^ InYeetinetion be eonduoted in thi* 
setter In Eealend 


VALLACS DOD0 FORD 
SRCtmiry «attsr - mi 



A review of eU^3*ot*» Bwflle reflect* wiicn 
Interviewed by the Cellfomla State parole authorttiee, 
e* a reeiilt of hi* arreet in Loe An^elee in 19^ # the 
•ubject advised he wee bom 2-25-1691 at Fortland, Oregon, 
where he reelded until 1913. The only Information in the 
poaeeaelon of the Bureeu IndlcetlSMt aubdeet was a 
New Zealander la that fumlBhad by subject *t fonnar 
egnaon-law wife, Heeel Svelaiser, She edtaitted ahe knew 
nothing about aubject*e background and eceuildered him a 
New Sealender from hearsay. Further, ahe advlaed the 
aubject vlalted her either In the Suaoer of 1933 or 1933 
at which tins ha ude the ranertc he was returning to 
Hew Eealend, In this otmneotlon it la noted the subject 
was srreatad 5-23-33 at Detroit, mchi«sn, at wtiieh time 
he was daaoribad aa being of Arabian nwestry* Aftar 
laaving Datrolt ha wee allaged to have Uught Isltts in 
Chicago until acaoe time in 1934 whan he dlsappMred. 
Actually, it la not daflnltely known if Ford or Dodd la 
subject *a true riaoe. Aa yat, hla birth has not baen 
varlfiad, The^ore, tha Bureau feel# Invbatigat^ in 


inveetlgation in this aatter, eepeoially Intveatlgetion 
re^wt^^ the Fortland dlvlelan by r* Ohlaags letter 

letter 1-31-38 refleeta intervie w 

_ alee known aa 

vaguely seealledTlIWlM WirTfe\ . 

IHecTwaa lateraated in the Bagro ealta iff Betvalt 1 

i>: saf 

1 * Lee Angelee (105-4^) (Wevmtlon) 
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to CM.c«go 

B«i WAJUUOE DOPD PORD 

io>-c.3e^£ 



th« Mrly 1930'a. like Sursau fMl« 

t>e rtlnt«m«mO tw oieeft oi Individual* wvj i^e rnmo^m 
of the **t>»v«lo£«i«nt ef Our Oi^* oult during tho oorly 
I 930 *ft and any additional Infonaation he oari i>oaaibly 
fumlah regarding au^>aot*a aatlvltlaa in Oatrolt dwiring 
that period. IJ 


Further* Bufilaa fall to reflect idwt Invaatigatior^* 

If any* haa been oonducted to locate edward Denal^on* tdio 
eae vrreated elth the eudiyeot In Loe Ancieloo in 199f « Sen FrenclSi-!^ 
letter dated B-27-SV reflected Dos^ldaot'i aa subject *a partner/ 
Thit Individual eotild possibly fumlaii baoksround inforisatiDn 
conoeming the eubject. 


*Phe Bi^reau should be advised of the results of 
Invest lotion conducted by the iloriolulu Cffice aa re<jueat©d 
by Chicago letter dated 10-3-57 concerning aub^t'a farJ-ly. 


fh« Bureau reallsea that investigation in this 
calls for lASglnatlon* initiative* at») reaourecfulnesa • Agents 
handling this matter should not be content to aerely cover 
augseeted leads* but should thoroughly end logioally exCHf^lrie 
this case and pursue avadric^oal lead. In this asnneotion* 
the Buresu is eloaaly follonins thU inveatigatien. 


CON 


H3V 

”t)0061 


moMssm, WBi U95-«aMS) 


tell 18, I8S8 


•ic, anaao (xoo^mss) 


wAujiCB 9em wm» 
sacmm amn - aox 


iA5/S8. 

1b8 BttrMtt l««l8 tiMt ■ ■ytef tnr » 

•f lav«stis8tlT« timm la tkla aatte ia aat iftr»a8«d* 

tlM Mtrolt, te Aac8X«a, Viv laric aMaloJic 
aad thm Wmahlagton n«Xd Mflea teald diaaeatlaua 
laraatlgatloa, 

ms is to sAtIss tkm Isrsstt ttet this ssss 
is bslsc pXsssd la 8 eXoasd ststaa la ths Chlesco OtUca, 
sad no rsport sill bo aulaiittsd. 


a <• Inrnsn QUO 
{Ty Bstrolt (xio-MSMHlM) 

T « lios AsfSXss (XA8-4808)0UD 
I - te Tsi« (SIO 
S - tehli^ton flsXd (X80-MSa8> 000 
I ^ r ‘ 
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She reporraa sne was one oi 
in the tempie daring the days 
WALLACE PARB, alleged Me?al-sh. 


_ She came to 

Ttnd lias -h§en contlrraous re8iaeinoe,’*ii||vsald^ 
dlcated ehe ^s Ttrst a -follower of MARCUS OAR VET. 
mn bnt of Detroit, WALLACE FARD appeared, according 
to her report, 'She nclalras there was once 25,000 holy names on 
the roll of the temple. She said the first temple was located 
on Hastings street near Wilkins Street, For a while things went 
well, she said. She Indicated the turn cam© when the killing 
occurred and the blame attributed to the Muslims. 


lor to me teacB 


moorish Americans 


■I reports there wer 
Tigs of WALLACE PARD 


a few Muslims In Detroit 






DE 100-55i;9 


t)c 


rnported WALLA<3E PARC ard ELIJAH POOLE — 
were arresteoan^rried as laaders of the Mus''iins shortly after 
the slaying, FARD was told to get out of Detroit, she said. 
Prior to leaving PARD designated ELIJAH POOLE minister of the 
group. She said there had bean many ministers prior to this time 
but they all sesmad to fail. She states WALLACE FARD departed 
Detroit a few days later and a s far as s he knows he has never 
been seen in Detroit since. believes PAHD 

is alive but Indicates she d oe s not know where he is. She said 
she doubted if any of the Muslims know where FARD is. She 
strongly believes PARD was a foreigner and came to America 
from Saudi Arabia. She says she follows ELIJAH POOLE because 
she was present when WALLACE FARD designated him minister and 
leader of the Muslims. She says there are hundreds of old 
Muslims in Detroit but they do not recognize ELIJAH as the 
leader and, therefore, refuse to follow him. 

RC?SCO>E MAPPS, SR., apoke to the group and suggested 
he had been in the presence of ELIJAH PCXJLE during dinner the 
previous day. Apparently ELIJAH sneaked in for a brief visit, 

RECOMMENDATION 


It Is recomrnended that a copy of the above memo 
be disseminated to the organizational file and to the files 
of the above individuals who were noted by the Informant as 
being present at instant meeting for use and possible 
consideration in the next investigative report submitted 
in each case. 
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SAC, CGTir^IT (100-551|9) 


February 17, I960 


SUPERVISOR 


NO I 

IS - NOI 




On February 11, 1960, 
MSP, East Lansing, Mj^ * 
York State Troopers 
contact with Michigan State 


Sergeant 
leph onlca! 

and 
lee 



SIS, 

that New 
, were in 
_ C^ate prison 
officials In regard to captioned organization. The troopers 
had been sent to Illinois and Michigan to discuss police 
problems in handling members of NOI , particularly while 
confined to state prisons. They were also interested In 
information which would assist the New York Attorney General's 
Office in handling petitions to hare their "religion” 
recognized by the State in order that they could hold meetings 
within the New York state prisons* 

Trooper sVH||m|and^|^|^ contacted the 'Writer 
on February 12, TToO^ond relTera^d the above Information. 
They also stated that. If possible, they would like to have 
any information which would establish the whereabouts of 

FARO, the originator of the NOI* The troopera advised 
that they realized the confidential nature of our records 
but requested any public source information or other items 
that would be of assistance to them. They were furnished 
with the FBI number and Detroit Police Department number of 
FARD inasmuch as the Initial check with the Detroit Police 
Department had failed to reveal a police record for PARD, 

It is to be noted that extenalve Investigation has 
been previously conducted without eatablishing the whereabouts 
of FARD at eny t*lm® since he left Detroit in 193U* 
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DEPT. OF POLICE, Detroit, Michigan 

Crime 

Date of Arrest 

Officers 

Where Arrested 

Associates 


Time 


Bureau rf Identificatioi 


Prect. No. 


Residence 
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/ cO Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following 
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion. 




Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material 
available for release to you. 


Section SS2 


Section 552a 
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THE VOODOO CULT AMONG NEGRO MIGRANTS 
IN DETROIT 


ERDMANN DOANE BEYNOV 
ABSTRACT 

The "Nation of Islam," usually known as the “Voodoo Cult,” belongs to a chain of 
movements arising out of the growing disillusionment and race consciousness of recent 
Negro migrants to northern industrial cities. The attention of the general public has 
been directed to sensational episodes in the history of this cult, such as the occurrence 
of human sacrifice, but the reorientation of th^ personality of its members has been 
ignored. The members of the cult have been isolated from the social organization of 
the community in which they lived, but they have ^maintained their Functional rela- 
tionship in the metropolitan economy from which they derive their means of livelihood 
and in which they have been able to make more sati^actory adjustmenls As a result 
of the leaching of this cult, they have gained a new conception of themselves and regard 
themselves as superior, rather than inferior, to other people. 

The Negro sect known to its members as the “Nation of Islam” 
or the “Muslims.”' but to the police as the X'oodoo Cult,* has sig- 
nificance for social science research partly because of its synthesis 
of heterogeneous cultural elements and partly because of its unitpu 
expression of race consciousness. If the movement be viewed as iht* 
life-cycle of a cult, however, its various phases tend to show an 
orderly progression through which the attitudes of its devotees were 
molded to a common pattern. There developed among them a way 
of living which isolated them to a certain extent from all pcTsons 
not members of their cult, even though they themselves remained 
scattered among an urban population of their own race and color. 
In their trade relations the members of this cult have continued 
to live, like other Negroes, within the ecological organization of the 
Negro community of Detroit. Their principal occupational adjust- 
ment has been factory labor, and thus the cult members have main- 
tained a functional relationship with the metropolitan economy out- 
side of tjie Negro community. At the same time, however, they 

■Spelling: “Moslem’'; pronounced: “Muslim." This is one of the changed pro- 
nunciations by which iriltiates recognize each other. The Moorish-Americaos also are 
“Moslems,” but pronounce the word as spelled. 

■ No effort is made in this paper to trace relationship between this cult and Voodoo- 
ism in Haiti and other West Indian islands. The cult received the name “Voodoo" 
solely because of cases of human sacrifice. • 
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have severed contacts with th" social organization of the community 
in which they live, so that they have gained isolation almost as 
effectively as did the members of agricultural religious communities 
who migrated to new homes. 

THE BEGINNING OF THE MOVEMENT 

The prophet and founder of the cult made his first appearance 
among the Negroes of Detroit as a peddler. Like other Arab and 
Syrian peddlers, he went from house to house carrying his wares. 

He came first to our houses selling raincoats, and then afterwards silks. In 
this wa> he could get into the people's houses, for every woman was eager to 
see the nice things the pcddlars had for sale. He told us that the silks he carried 
were the same kind that our people used in their home country and that he 
had come from there. So we all asked him to tell us about our own country. 
If we asked him to eat with us, he would eat whatever we had on the table, but 
after the meal he began to talk: "Now don’t eat this food. It is poison for you. 
i'he [»eople in your own country do not eat it. Since the> eat the right kmd of 
food they have the best health all the time. If you would live just like the 
people jn lour home country, you would never be sick any more. " So we all 
wanted hmi to tell 'j.>. more about ourselves and about our home country and 
al»>ut him wecould be free from rheumatism, aches ^<1 pain.s.* 

.At ibr ranger's suggestion a group of people was invited to one 
of th( house-' visited by him. so that on a particular evening they all 
ipight hear the .story in which ail alike were so much interested, 
Accustometl as these people were to the cyrttage prayer meetings of 
the Negro Methotli.st and Baptist churche.s they found no difficulty 
in holding informal meetings in their homes. 

rhe former |K<ldler now assumed the role of prophet. During 
the early peritnl of his ministry he used the Bible as his textbook, 
since it was the only religious book with which the majority of his 
hearers were familiar. With growing prestige over a constantly in- 
creasing group, the prophet became bolder in his denunciation of 
the Caucasians and began to attack the teachings of the Bible in 
such a way as to shock his hearers and bring them to an emotional 
crisis. Brother ChaUar Shai-rieff told of the crisis through which he 
himself pas.se«i after bearing the prophet's message; 

■SisUT lirnkc Majicd, formerly, Mrs. Lawrence Adams. 
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^ The veiy fint tiiM I went to t meeting I heard him *ay: “The Bible tells 

you that the sun rises and sets. That is not so. The sun stands still. All your 
lives you have been thinking that the earth never moved. Stand and look 
I toward the sun and know that it is the earth you are standing on which is 

moving.” Up to that day I always went to the Baptist church. After I heard 
that sermon from the prophet, I was turned around completely. When I went 
home and heard that dinner was ready, 1 said: ”1 don’t want to eat dinner. 
I just want to go back to the meetings.” I wouldn’t eat my meals but I goes 
back that night and I goes to every meeting after that. Just to think that the 
sun sbove me never moved at all and that the earth we are on wss doing ^ 
the moving. That changed everything for me.* 

The report of the prophet’s message spread through the Negro 
community. Many of those who heard him invited their friends 
and relatives to come to the meetings, appealing either to their 
curiosity or to deeper interests. The attendance at the house meet- 
ings increased so much that the prophet was compelled to divide 
his hearers into several groups, the members of each tif which were 
permitted to hear his message only at,the time assigned to their 
group. The inconvenience was s<i obvious that the prophet s fol- 
lowers readily contributed money suflieient to hire a ha!! which wa.s 
fitted up as the Temple. 

THE PBOl'HET 

Although the prophet lived in Detroit from July 4, 19^(0! until 
June 50. 1934, virtually nothing is known about him, save that ho 
“came from the East” and that he “called" the Negroes of North 
America to enter the Nation of Islam. His very name is uncertain 
He was known usually as Mr. Wali Farrad or Mr. W. D. Fard, 
though he used also the following names: Professor Ford, Mr Far- 
rad Mohammed, Mr. F. Mohammed Ali. One of the few survivors 
who heard his first addresses states that he himself said : “My name 
is W. D. F»rd and I came from the Holy City of Mecca. More about 
my’self I will not tell you yet, for the time has not yet come. I am 
your brother. You have not yet seen me in my royal robes. '* Leg- 
ends soon sprang up about this mysterious personality. Man)- mem- 
bers of the cult hold that the prophet was bom in Mecca, the son 

of wealthy parents of the tribe of the Koreish, the tribe from which 

< Brother Challar Shameff, formerly, Mr. Charles Peoples. 

• Interview with Mrs. Carrie Peoples (Sister Carrie Mohammed). 
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Mohammed the Prophet sprang, and that he was closely related by 
blood to the dynasty of the Hashimide sheriffs of Mecca who be- 
came kings of the Hejaz. He is said to have been educated at a 
college in England,* in preparation for a diplomatic career in the 
service of the kingdom of the Hejaz, but to have abandoned every 
thing to bring "freedom, justice and equality,”’ to "his uncle”* 
living "in the wilderness of North America, surrounded and robbed 
completely by the Cave Man."’ 

There has grown, however, among the members of the cult a 
belief that the prophet was more than man, as Brother Yussuf 
Mohammed claimed ; “When the p>olice asked him who he was, he 
said: T am the Supreme Ruler of the Universe.’ He told those 
police more about himself than he would ever tell us.” 

THE NEGROES WHO HEARD THE "cALL” 

Not all who attended the meetings and heard the stranger’s mes- 
sage accepted him as a prophet. Many ridiculed his attacks against 
the t.'aucasians and were angered by his criticisms of the churches 
and the preachers. During the four years of his ministry, however, 
approximately eight thousand Negroes'* in Detroit "heard the call” 
and became members of the Nation of Islam. Interviews with more 
than two hundred Moslem families showed that with less than half- 
a-dozen exceptions ail were recent migrants from the rural South, 
the majority having come to Detroit from small communities in 
\ irginia. South Carolina. Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi. In- 
vestigations of cult members by the Wayne County Prosecutor’s 
office also indicated the same origin. The interviews disclosed that 

‘SiBier <'arric Mohammed and certain others claim that the prophet KTaduated 
from the University of Southern t'alifomia in Los Anaeks 

' Symbolized by the letters F J L on the Muslim Aaa haopng st> the home of every 
cull member. 

• The American black men in the wilderness of North America” — 

are referred to symbolically io the cult ritual as "the unde of Mr. W. O. Fard.” Mos- 
lems of the East — Syrians, Turks and others— are referred to as “the second unde of 
Mt W. [», Fard ” 

* Prophet W. T>. Fard, Teockinifcr Hr Lost Found fiafion of Idamin a U athemtUicai 
Way, ProWero No. 30. 

Katimated by ofliciab of the cult. Oetectives of the Special Investigation Squad 
of the Detroit Police Department estimate s.ooo. 
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the Moslems not only had migrated recently from the South, but 
also had visited their old homes in the South one or more times after 
their migration and before they had come into contact with the 
Nation of Islam. Through these \isits the>- had become more con- 
scious of race discrimination on the^art of the Caucasians. After 
their brief sojourn in the North they tended to reinterpret with 
sinister implications incidents of race contact in the South They 
began to realize that lynchings and the indignities of the Jim Crow 
system were perpetrated by Caucasians who worshiped the same 
God as they did and worshiped Him in the same way. In many of 
its parts the Secret Ritual of the cult reflects the aroused fet'Iings 
with which these Negroes returned from their visits to the South 
“Mo and my people who have been lost from home for ^70 tears 
have tried this so-ealled mystery tiod for bread, clothing and a home 
And we receive nothing but hard times, hunger, naked and out ot 
doors. Also was beat an<i killed by the ones that advocated that 
kind of God 

■J'he illiteracy 0/ the .southern Negroes now seemed <im to Cauca- 
sian ••tricknollogy."'' “Why does the devil keep our people illiter 
ate? So that he can use them for a tool and also a slave. He keej'^ 
them blind to themselves so that he can master them. 

Awaketu*! alreadv to a consciousne.s.s of raee discrimination, 1 fu'se 
migrants from the South came into contact with militant move 
ments among li^rlhern Negroes. I’ractit ally none of them had been 
in the Nor’h prior to the collapse of the Marcus Garvey movenv in 
A few of tnem had come under the intiuence of the Moorish-Amcri 
can cult which succeeded it. The effect of both these movemenls 
upon the future members of the Nation of Islam was large!} indirect. 
Garvey taught the Negroes that their homeland was Ethiopia. The 
Noble Drew Ali, t^e prophet of the Moorish-.Americans, proclaimed 
that these people were “descendants of Morrocans."'* The newer 
migrants entered a social milieu in tvhich the atmosphere w as filled 

“ W . P Kard. Srcrrl Ritual of ike Nation of Islam. Part 1 1, sec . 1 1 1 his has liecn pre- 
served as an oral Iradition, memorized verbatim by the pupils at tlie Cmvcrsity of 
Islam Only a few manuscript copies are extant. 

" cult term pronounced “trickenolloKy ." 

■1 Kard, .Secret Ritual. Part 1. sec. o. 

^ “ Koran i>uestions for .Ifoorisk Americans (('htca^o. laeH), (>. i. tjues! ta 
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with questions about the origin of their pet^. Long before their 
new prophet ^p>eared among them they were wondering who they 
were and whence they had come. 

The migrants did not find life in the North as pleasant as they 
had expected it to be, when first they came to the “land of hope,” 
as the North was known in Negro poetry and song. The depression 
deprived them of their means of livelihood, and they suffered their 
first experience of urban destitution. Though public relief came to 
their rescue, the attitudes shown by the welfare agents increased 
their hatred of the Caucasian civilization. Fprced to stand waiting 
for hours to receive their dole, these people began to believe that 
race discrimination was evident in the North as well as in the South. 
The welfare workers -including those even of their own race — be- 
came symbolic of all that these people hated. 

An .Asiatic trend among \egro dok recipients of the Elmwood district, noted 
at the time as a passing whim, to-day came back with hob-or to two women 
welfare workers on learning that the fanatical Robert Harris had intended them 
for human sacritices as infidek .... Harris stated to the police that each of 
these t^as a "no good Christian," and that they would have been sacrificed if he 
knew where he could have found them.'^ 

A further ilisillusionment came from their own physical discom- 
fort resulting from life in crowded quarters in a northern city. Un- 
accustomed to the climate of the North, and especially to its winters, 
these people soon developed many bodily ailments. Their condition 
is described t)v the Prophet Fard in his teaching: 

He had fever, headaches, chills, grippe, hay fet er, regular fever, rheumatism, 
also pains in all joints. He was disturbed with foot ailment and toothaches. 
His pulse beat more than eighty,eight times per minute: therefore he goes to 
the doctor every day and gets medicine for every day in the year; one after 
each meal and three times a day, also one at bedtime.'* 

The migrafus realized that they suffered much more physical pain 
than they had in theiy old homes. They connected this suffering 
with the civilization of the white man to whose cities they had come. 
Even before they met the prophet, they had begun to blame the 
Caucasian for their aches and pains. 

» Delrail Tima, November 2t, 193J. 

'* Teachinffor the Lost Found Nation of Islam i« a Uathematkai Way, Problem No. 6. 
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THE OKCANIZED CULT 

Maladjusted migrant Negroes came into contact with the prophet 
at the informal meetings in their own homes. With the change to 
temple services the movement took on a more formal character. Hie 
teaching became systonatiaed. Membership was recognized and 
“registered.” The movement itself became organized in a hierarchi- 
cal manner. . 

The prophet’s message was characterized by his ability to utilize 
to the fullest measure the environment of his foUowers. Their physi- 
cal and economic difficulties alike were used to illustrate the new 
teaching. Similarly, biblical prophecies and the teaching of Marcus 
Garvey and Noble Drew Ali were cited as foretelling the coming of 
the new prophet. As additional proofs of his message, the prophet 
referred his followers to the writings of Judge Rutherford, of Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses, to a miscellaneous collection of books on Free- 
masonry and its s)mibolism, and to some well-known works, such 
as Breasted ’s Conquest of Civilization and Hendrik van Loon’s Story 
of Mankind. Since many of these people were illiterate, it became 
necessary to organize classes in English so that they might be able 
to read “the proofs about themselves.” They were also instructed 
to purchase radios in order that they might listen to the addresse.s 
of Judge Rutherford, Frank Norris, the Baptist fundamentalist, 
and others. The prophet explained to the people that the recom 
mended books and addresses were symbolic and could be understcKxl 
only through the interpretation which he himself would give at the 
temple services. The Koran Itself was soon introduced as the most 
authoritative of all texts for the study of the new faith. The prophet, 
however, iiied only the Arabic text which he translated and ex- 
plained to the believ^. Here too they were completely dependent 
upon bis interpretation. 

To give more systematic character to his teaching, the prophet 
himself prepared certain texts which served as authoritative manuals 
of the religion and were memorized verbatim by all who became 
members of the Nation of Islam. 

The prophet’s teaching was in substance as follows: 

The black men in Nortb America are not Negroes, but monbers of the lost 
tribe dj[ Shebazz, stolen by traders from the Holy City of Mecca 379 years ago. 
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‘Af pcoplMt came to America to find and to brine back to life fai* long kwt 
bntimn, bom wliom the Caucaaiane had takeo away their languace, their 
■atfea and their nUgioa. Hera in America they wera living other than tbem- 
•elvaa. They muat kara that they ate the oiigina] people, aobieat of the nadons 
of the earth. The Caucaaiana a« the colored people, tiact they have k»t their 
original color. The otigiiial people muat regain their religion, which » lalam, 
their la n gua g e, which ta Arabic, and their culture, which is aatronamy and higher 
mathetaatics, especially calculus- They must live according to the law of 
Ahah. avoiding all meat of “poison animals,” hogs, ducks, gecK, ’possunu and 
cattish They must give Up completdiy the use of stimulants, eqieciaJly liquor. 
They roust dean themselves up—both their bodies and their houses. If in this 
way they obeyed Allah, be would take them back to the Paradise from which 
they had been stolen— the Holy City of Mecca." 

Those who accepted this teaching became new men and women, 
or, as the prophet expressed it, were restored to their original and 
tnje selves As a mark of this restoration the prophet gave them 
back their original names which the Caucasians had taken from 
them. Since a sum of money - usually ten dollars - was required to 
secure the original name, this work must have been extremely profit- 
able t(< the prophet Each new believer wrote % separate letter asking 
'!( hi- <»riginal name, which the prophet was supposed to know 
through the Spirit of Ailah within him. Examples of the changed 
names are. 

Joseph Shepard became Jam Sharriefi 
Lindsey Garrett became Haaziez Allah 
Henry Wells became Anwar Pasha 
William Blunt became Sharrieff Ailah. 

Apparent mistakes sometimes occurred when three or more brothers 
applied for new names, neglecting to mention in their letters that 
they were blood brothers. Thus, despite his omniscience, the prophet 
once gave the surnames of Sharrieff, Karriem, and Mohammed to 
the three Poole brothers. The prophet explained this seeming mis- 
take as due to his divine knowledge of the different paternity of the 
three brothers. ^ 

"Compiled from the three tests iwued by the prophet: Ttachintjor Hk Losi Pound 
Notion of Islam in a Ualhrmaiital Way. Consistiag of 34 problems This test was 
printed, but given only to registered Moslems. Soerct Ritual ef ikt Saiim 0/ hlam. 
Part I, in 14 secs., ibid.. Part II, in 40 secs. 

The Seertt Ritual was, and siiU is, transmitted orally. The entire teaching is sym- 
bolic and can be understood only by the initiates. 
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The people who secured the new names value them as their great- 
est treasure. “I wouldn’t give up my righteous name. That name 
is my life.’*'* They became so ashamed of their old slave names that 
they coi^idered that they could suffer no greater insult than to be 
addressed by the old name. They sought to live in ranformity with 
the Law of Islam as revealed to them by the prophet, so that they 
might be worthy of their original names. Gluttony, drunkenness, 
idleness, and extra marital sex relations, except with ministers of 
Islam, were prohibited completely. They bathed at least once a 
day and kept their houses scrupulously dean, so that they might 
put away all marks of the slavery from which the restoration of the 
original name had set them free. 

The rapid increase in membership made necessary the develop- 
ment of a formal organization. Subsidiary organizations had been 
established as the need for them arose. Chief of these was the Uni- 
versity of Islam to which the children of Moslem families were 
sent rather than to the public schools. Here they were taught the 
“knowledge of our own," rather than the “dvilization of the Cauca- 
sian devils.” Courses were given in “higher mathematics,” astrono- 
my, and the “general knowledge and ending of the spook civiliza- 
tion.” That women might keep their houses dean and cook food 
properly, there was established the Moslem Girls’ Training and Gen- 
eral Civilization Class. Fear of trouble with the unbelievers, espe- 
cially with the police, led to the founding of the Fruit of Islam - 
a military organization for the’ men who were drilled by captains 
and taught tactics and the use of firearms. Each of these organiza- 
tions was under the control of a group of ofucers trained spedally 
by the prophet for their task. Finally the entire movement was 
placed under a Minister of Islam and a corps of assistant ministers, 
all of whom had beien selected and trained by the prophet. Within 
three years the prophet not only began the movement but organized 
it so well that he himself was able to recede into the background, 
appearing almost never to his followers during the final months of 
his residence in Detroit. This was undoubtedly an important factor 
in the cult’s survival after the prophet’s departure. 

'• Mrs. Willsatn MdOoy, nnamed Sister Rosa Karrietn. 
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SCHISMS AND PERSECUTIONS 

Inherent apparently in the prophet’s message were certain teach- 
ings which, from the veiy- beginning 0/ the movement, ied to schisms 
within the membership of the cult and to persecution from without. 

The prophet proclaimed that his followers did not belong to Amer- 
ica. They were citizens of the Holy City of Mecca and their only 
allegiance was to the Moslem flag. Their children must be removed 
from the public schools and sent to the University of Islam. In 
revolt against this position, Abdul Mohammed, one of the first offi- 
cers in the temple, seceded and organized a small Moslem group of 
his own in which the cardinal principle was loyalty to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and to its flag The attendance officers 
of the Board of Education and the police attempted to break up 
the Universit)- of Islam and to compel the children to return to the 
public schools. This led to a severe riot in which the members of the 
cult tried to storm the police headquarters. Fearful of race riots, 
the judges of the recorder's court released with suspended sentence 
almost all of the rioters. Since that time the University of Islam 
has continued its classes. 

More serious difficulties arose over the question of human sacri- 
hee The prophet's position on this question was never made clear. 
He taught explicitly that it was the duty of every Moslem to offer 
as sacriiirc four Cauca.sian devils in order that he might return to 
his home in Mecca."' The prophet also taught that Allah demands 
obedience unto death from his followers. No Moslem dare refuse 
the sacrifice of himself or of his loved ones if Allah requires it. On 
November 21. 1932, the people of Detroit became conscious of the 
presence of the cult through its first widely publicized human sacri- 
fice. A prominent member, Robert Harris, renamed Robert Kar- 
riem, erected an altat in his home at 1 249 Dubois Street and invited 
his roomer, John j. Smith, to present himself as a human sacrifice, 
so that he might betamae, as Harris said, "the Saviour of the world.” 
Smith agreed, and at the hour appointed for the sacrifice — 9:00 
A.M. — Harris plunged a knife into Smith’s heart. After constant re- 
currences of rumors of human sacrifice or attempted sacrifice, on 
January 20, 1937, Verleae McQueen, renamed Veriene Ali, brother 
•* F*rd, Stcret RUmJ, Part I, lo,.. 10. 
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of one of the assistant ministers, was arrested as he prepared for 
the ceremonial slaying and cooking of his wife and daughter. This 
sacrifice was, as he said, to have “cleansed him from all sin.” 

lliese cases of human sacrifice have directed to the cult much 
attention from the Police Department so that the cult has been 
forced to pursue many of its activities in secret. The question of 
sacrifice has led also to serious internal dashes. “Rebels against the 
Will of Allah,” as they are called, have left the Temple and organized 
another Temple of Islam, desiring to remain within the framework of 
the cult but to avoid human sacrifice, the necessity of which as an 
expiation of sin forms one of the most hotly debated subjects among 
the cult members. 

Persecutions and schisms alike have tended to increase the cu! 
tural isolation of the members of this group. The effect of the 
schisms was selective, leaving within the parent organization those 
who were bound together by common attitudes and common loyal- 
ties, Attacks made on the cult by the Police Department have been 
instigated usually by the leaders of Negro organizations. These per- 
secutions have led naturally to a greater solidarity among the cult 
members and to a constantly increasing isolation of the Moslems 
from the other residents of the Detroit Negro community. 

EFFORTS TO EXPLOIT THE MOVEMENT 

The solidarity and cultural isolation of the Moslems have ren- 
dered ineffectual the various attempts made by interested parties 
to redirect the activities of the cult in order to further their own 
particular purposes. The first of these efforts was made by the Com- 
munists in 1932, but the cult members rebuffed their appeal. Then 
came Major Takabashi, a reserve Japanese officer, who sought to 
lead the, Moslems to swear allegiance to the Mikado. Only a small 
minority of the members followed him into the new movement he 
organi^d— The Development of Our Own. With his deportation, 
this schmismatic movement came to nought. An Ethiopian, Wyx- 
zewixard S. J. Cfaallouehliczilczese, sought in June, 1934, to re- 
organize the movement as a means of sending financial support 4o 
Ethiopia. This too, was unsuccessful. At present the members of 
the cult have come under the inffuence of certain anti-Union inter- 
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ests and talk violently of the war of the C.I.O. against AHah, and 
the need of removing from the Planet Earth all Union orwuzers. 
While this trend seems very pronounced at present, it is unlikely 
to leave any permanent impression upon the movement, and still 
less likely to detach from the Nation of Islam any of its members. 

adjustments or cult membeks in the 

UKBAN ECONOMY 

At the time of their first contact with the prophet, practically all 
the members of the cult were recipients of public welfare, unem- 
ployed, and living in the most deteriorated areas of Negro settle- 
ment in Detroit. At the present time* there is no known case of un- 
employment among these people. Practically all of them are work- 
ing in the automobile and other factories. They live no longer in 
the slum section around Hastings Street, but rent homes in some 
of the best economic areas in which Negroes have settled, They 
tend to purchase more expensive furniture, automobiles, and clothes 
than do their neighbors even in these areas of higher-class residence. 
This improved economic adjustment is due, doubtless, partly to post- 
depression conditions of employment and to the increased hiring 
of Negroes as a result of recent labor troubles. The members of the 
cult, however, claim that they have secured work much more easily 
than have other Negroes. They offer thanks to Allah for this evi- 
dence of his favor. To some extent their daim appears to be justi- 
fied, though no statistical study has yet been made of comparative 
unemploj-ment of cult members and other recent Negro migrants. 
Through the Nation of Islam they have gained a new status and a 
new confidence in themselves. When they meet Caucasians, they 
rejoice in the knowledge that they themselves are superiors meeting 
members of an inferior race. Employment managers tend to accept 
more readily persons whose appearance gives evidence of clean liv- 
ing and self-reliance, than those who show the marks of debauchery, 
defeat, and c^spair. ^ 

The ascetic manner of life of the Moslems also has contributed to 
their economic improvement. No money whatever is spent by them 
on liquor, tobacco, or pork. Tbeir one meal of the day consists al- 

•• Writlrn in August, 1^37. 
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most entirely of vegetables and fruits. Consequently their expendi- 
ture on food is significantly smaller than is that of other Negroes 
in Detroit. This economy in consumption, however, is not extended 
to visible marks of status, such as bouses, automobiles, and clothes. 
The prophet taught them that they are the descendants of nobles 
in the Holy City of Mecca. To show their escape from slavery and 
their restoration to their original high status, they feel obliged to 
live in good houses and to wear good clothes. Despite their expendi- 
ture on these items, members of the cult Constantly declare that 
they are ashamed that they have not been able to purchase better 
commodities or to rent finer homes. “This furniture is the best we 
could afford to buy here in the wilderness of North America, where 
we have to live other than ourselves. When we go home to Mecca, 
we wdll be able to get really goo<l furniture, just like all our people 
who live there use.” 

relation toother negro ( CITS 

The story of the Nation of Islam cannot be consitlered as complete 
in itself. Militant and cultist movements among migrant Negroes 
in the cities of the North have formed a sort of tree. After one 
branch has grojm, flourished, and begun to decay, another shoots 
up to begin over again the same ocle, though always with an in- 
creasing degree of race-consciousnes.-. and anti -Caucasian prejudice. 

Out of the wreck of the Marcus (.Jarvey movement, there sprang 
Phoenix-like the Moorish-American cull of which the prophet was 
Noble Drew Ali. After this prophet's disappearance and the stabi- 
lization of the movement as a formally organized denomination, 
there sprang up the Nation of Islam. Although the cultural isola- 
tion of the members of this cult has not declined during the three 
years of their prophet’s absence, there arc many evidences of the 
loss of militant aggressiveness which once characterized this group. 
The organization also is tiding to become more amorphous. From 
among the larger group of Moslems there has sprung recently an 
even more militant branch than the Nation of Islam itself. This 
new movement, known as the Temple People, identifies the prophet, 
Mr. W. D. Fard, with the god Allah. To Mr. Fard alone do they 
offer prayer and sacrifice. Since Mr. Fard has been deified, the 
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Temple People raise to the rank of prophet the fonner Minister of 
Islam, Rlijah Mohammed,” now a resident of Chicago. He is always 
referred to reverently as the “Prophet Elijah in Chicago.” A fonner 
assistant of his, the Hdtian Theodore Rozier,” has become the 
minister and director of the new movement. 

Thus continues the chain of these movements, each running 
through its cycle of growth and decay and all of them interwoven 
as strands of a web. Fundamental to them all is the effort of migrant 
Negroes to secure a status satisfactory to themselves after their 
escape from the old southern accommodation of whit^ and Negro. 

I'nivessity or Michican 

" Hii5 slave name was Elijah Poole The pmphel conferred on him the name of 
"Elijah Karriem." The Temple People claim that Mr. W. D, Fard himself changed this 
oame later U> '‘Elijah Mohammed" to indicate the higher status to which the minister 
was called. Moslems opposed to the Temple People deny this and continue to speak of 
"Brniher Eilijah Karriem." 

"One of the newer converts, Brother Thet'dore Rozier. admits that he never saw 
the "Savior," Mr. W. I>. Fard, and that he learned 0/ Islam solely through his contact 
with the "Prophet Elijah Mohaq^ed ” Opponents of the Temple People contend that 
Brother Theodore Rozier is not qualitied 10 be minister of Islam since he received the 
revelation "second- hsind." 
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